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INTRODUCTION

The new season of activities for the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society were
focused this year on the excavations at Rocky Clump. Once again the excavations were
supported by a good number of people. This year the local Sussex volunteers were
joined by a number of people from London and Southampton and other areas
throughout Sussex. A number of the team did participate in the excavations at Bridge
Farm during July and August and took advantage of the numerous study events, but
most of the team remained at Rocky Clump.

During May the BHAS Field Unit were asked to assist Archaeology South East (A.S.E.)
with their excavations at Patcham. A new housing development revealed houses, pits
and ditches dated to the Saxon and medieval period. The excavations continued for
over a month and gave the field unit a great opportunity to work with a professional
team., and suffice to say that BHAS proved themselves very able in the professional
environment.

A resistivity survey planned for Beacon Hill, Rottingdean had once again to be
postponed for a variety of reasons. Beacon Hill does contain two Neolithic long barrows.
Surveys conducted on the hill in past years have produced some interesting anomalies.
However, the hill is a well managed local nature reserve and the Society has to work
around nesting birds and sheep grazing.

David Staveley conducted a large magnetometry survey to the north east of Rocky
Clump in the early part of the season. A number of people had noted circular anomalies
on Google Earth and it was thought that perhaps these features were round houses.
Sadly the survey failed to find any evidence for settlement or round houses.

Training in archaeological techniques was once again a feature of the excavations, with
several of the team enhancing and using the expertise gained at training courses. John
Skelton has agreed to become an assistant site director. This season he has focused
on his own small excavation in the north/east section of the site, investigating the
possible interaction between the ‘trackway’ found in 2011 and the upper east/west ditch
and other features.

Post excavation activities have included finds washing, marking and cataloguing and
these events have been supported by a number of archaeological day schools. All of
these post excavation processes have proved popular with the BHAS field unit. This
season up to 26 people attended each finds processing sessions held at the ASE
workshops in Portslade and at the Patcham Community Centre, with all of the
appropriate finds being both washed and marked.

Once again Archaeology South East (ASE), the local professional Unit, opened their

doors and allowed BHAS members to use their finds washing facilities and complete the
washing of all of the pottery from this seasons excavations.
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The BHAS bones team, lead by Carol White, continue with the processing of all of the
bone material from the excavations, and this is conducted at Carol's home at
Newhaven.

A second baby burial was found at Rocky Clump this season, and the remains have
already been passed to the bones team, along with 2 Skulls from Rocky Clump, found
at Winchester Museum, finds from the early excavations in the 1950’s.

The Society was involved in a number of watching briefs throughout the year. These
projects are the diminishing list of watching briefs allocated to BHAS during the past
year or so. New watching briefs will be passed to professional units only.

Mr Geoff Bennett the senior planner (Conservation) left Brighton and Hove City Council
this year and has been replaced by Ms Sanne Roberts.

Hard copies of this report are now passed to Ms S. Roberts at Brighton and Hove
Planning Department, Casper Johnson, the County Archaeologist, Brighton Museum,
Barbican House, the East Sussex Records Office and the National Monuments Records
Office at Swindon.

CD-Rom copies are produced by the Society’'s Webmaster Mr Martin Devereux and are

made available to the field unit members and others who desire a copy.

John Funnell 28" January 2014
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ROCKY CLUMP EXCAVATIONS 2013
(Interim Report)

(Pits, ditches and layers with a baby burial)

By John Funnell, edited by Mark Gillingham with contributions by John Skelton

Introduction

The new season of excavations at Rocky Clump, Stanmer, near Brighton commenced
in early April (Fig 1.). The weather in the previous weeks had delayed the start being, as
it was, extremely cold and too uncomfortable for working. Another set back was that our
local digger driver was not available due to ill health and this meant that the top soil had
to be removed by hand once again. The farmer, Mr David Robinson, had harrowed the
vestiges of grass in the field just before our arrival and on setting up the electric fencing
we found a ‘La Tene’ brooch not far from the site of last seasons digging.

The object this year was to extend a trench started in the latter part of 2012 which had
produced evidence for burning. This section also revealed a continuation of a ditch
found in 2011 running south/east to north/west. The new trench would investigate
another 6 metre length of the large north/south west boundary ditch and more of the
‘interior’ of the Iron Age enclosure.

A magnetometry survey of the east side of the north field was undertaken by David
Staveley and some members of the BHAS field unit.

The excavation was once again used as a training facility for those members wishing to
enhance the skills gained from dayschools and other training sessions. Some members
moved to Bridge Farm during July and August with several taking advantage of their
free training sessions on a variety of subjects including pottery analysis and
environmental sampling.

A number of new people joined the team this year, with several coming down from
London on a regular basis and one group joining us for a day at Patcham. They came
all the way from Southampton. New members of the BHAS field unit were also recruited
from Bridge Farm and a dig conducted by the Sussex School of Archaeology at Isfield.
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Fig 1. ROCKY CLUMP EXCAVATIONS DETAILS 1947-2013
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The Magnetometry Survey

During the winter of 2012/2013 members of the BHAS Field had noticed on Google
earth some circular features in the north field and to the east of the copse of trees at
Rocky Clump. It was thought that these circular features could be associated with round
houses. Early in the spring of 2013 David Staveley conducted a magnetometry survey
of an extensive area east of the trees at Rocky Clump and continuing northwards down
into the adjacent valley. The extensive survey failed to find any trace of features that
could be construed as archaeological.

The Excavations

The section that had been partially excavated at the end of 2012, context 347, had been
back filled for protection from frost (fig 2.). The exposed surface had been covered with
a blue tarpaulin and then with back filled soil (Fig 3.). The first objective was to remove
this overburden and also set up lines to extend the boundaries of the trench. The
previous boundary, having been identified, was extended to 14 metres east/west and 6
metres north/south. The site extension northwards by another 2 metre width was
allocated new top soil contexts 373-379. The new 2 metre addition to the west boundary
of the site was allocated top soil contexts 380 and 381. New contexts numbers were
given to the 1 metre strip that lay between the south boundary of the new excavations
and the north boundary of the 2012 excavations. These contexts, 382-386, were
partially explored with only top soil, contexts 382 and 386, being removed. (Fig 4.)

A number of new features had been revealed in the latter part of 2012 including a sooty
soil surface indicating burning in Context 367. A new extension to the small north/south
ditch found in 2012 was also revealed, context 365, and a new western section of the
‘barn’ floor was uncovered, context 362. As the season progressed and new areas were
opened up new features were revealed, excavated and recorded. (Fig 5.)

A small trench was opened in the north/east section of the site to investigate the
complex series of features found previously in that location. The excavations in 2011
had revealed a feature considered to be a possible ‘trackway’ running north of and
parallel to the ‘upper east/west enclosure boundary ditch. The trackway was thought to
be where chalk from the very deep ditches had been removed, possibly using a cart.
However, in 2012 a new investigation of the possible terminus of the ‘trackway’ revealed
a deep gully cutting and intercutting with a series of pits. One of these pits cut into the
north side of the ‘upper’ east/west boundary ditch. The new trench in 2013 would extend
the investigations westwards to seek a greater understanding of this complex area. (Fig
6.)

During the latter part of the season the north side of the site was extended by another 2
metres and given top soil context numbers 394, 395, 396, 438, 443 and 444. While the
easterly contexts 394, 395, 396 and 443 were fully excavated down to natural geology
the west contexts 438 and 444 were only partially excavated. However, the most
westerly context, 444, was taken down to reveal the upper section of the large
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north/south ditch it covered and also the back fill for the south/west section of the 2011
excavations which did confirm the accuracy of the site plans.

Although the new trenches were not extensive the excavations did reveal a complex
series of layers and intercutting features.

10 METRES

II{{III{III

Fig 2. ROCKY CLUMP EXCAVATIONS DETAILS 2011—-2013
(South field)
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Fig 6. The North/East Trench
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The Features
The Ditches (Fig 7. & 7a.)
The Small North/South Ditch Context 365 (Fig 8. a-a, b-b & c-c.)

The most visible feature revealed in 2012, and subsequently in 2013, was a
continuation of a small ditch context 304, running south/east to north/west across the
site. The new section had been given context number 365 in 2012. A small area to the
west of this feature, context 366, latterly came down onto natural chalk and was not a
feature. The small north south ditch had a pair of sondages cut to examine the variation
in fills between the ditch and the adjacent floor layers located either side of the ditch.
The sondages consisted of contexts 410, 411, 412 and 413 located at the north section
of this ditch and contexts 414, 415 and 416 located lower down the slope. The sections
confirmed that the ditch varied in width and depth along its length. After excavation the
central section, located over the ‘middle’ east/west ditch measured 1 metre wide with a
depth of 23cms, while at the southern end and at the baulk it was only 60cms in width.
The north section appeared to have a ‘dog-leg’ step to the west and at this point
measured only 28cms in width and only 17cms in depth. The north/east side of this
ditch terminated at the natural chalk. The small channel at the north end was allocate
context 423 but revealed only light loam and no finds.

This small north/south ditch had a deeper, shallower, gully running along its length and
this section measured 24cms in width and had a depth of 13cms. The fill of the ditch
was of a light clay loam, and this was very noticeable amongst the surrounding light
brown chalky loam.
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Fig 7a. Sondages and ditch contexts 2013
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The Small East/West Ditch Context 364 (Fig 7a.) (Fig 9. d-d)

In 2012 a magnetometry survey across the south field at Rocky Clump produced an
interesting collection of new features including a new ditch, context 364. The new ditch
appeared to terminate at the junction with the large north/south west boundary ditch.
This feature carried on out into the field in a westerly direction before turning
dramatically and then heading south easterly. A small section of this feature was
uncovered in 2012 but never investigated, although it was planned. One of the reasons
for extending the site in a westerly direction in 2103 was to investigate this feature. This
new ditch was divided into several sections to allow for a detailed study of the
stratigraphy. The context numbers allocated were 432, 433, 434 and 435. Contexts 433
and 435 were removed first, with the others excavated later after the sections had been
recorded.

The ditch had a fill of light chalky loam and was quite shallow. It was flat bottomed for
most of the length and terminated at a pit located on the west side of the large
north/south ditch, context 458. The ditch measured 50cms wide and was up to a
maximum 23cms deep, but this did vary along the length of the feature.

The most significant observation about this shallow ditch was the large number of large
snail shells found within the fill. It was while the main north/south ditch was being
sectioned that a similar concentration of snail shells was found in the upper fill of this
ditch, context 429. It soon became apparent that the shallow east/west ditch did not
terminate at the pit context 458, but continued eastwards across the large north south
ditch and finally linked up with the small north/south ditch context 365. These 2
relatively shallow ditches formed the north/east junction of a much later enclosure.

Set into the eastern section of this ditch, and located above the east side of the large

north/south ditch was an area of burning, and a solid well fired surface of a hearth
context 447.
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The ‘Middle’ East/West Ditch Contexts 398, 419, 442 & 439 (Fig 7a.) (Fig 9. (e-e) —
(i-1)

This ditch was called the middle east/west ditch as it was located within the Iron Age
enclosure with the ‘lower’ east/west ditch being the southern enclosure boundary ditch

and the ‘upper’ east/west ditch being the north boundary ditch. The middle ditch is
located within the enclosure and maybe an earlier feature, but does appear to have
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some correlation with the ‘barn’ building having at one time a chalk causeway
constructed across it (found in 2012).

The ditch was divided into 1 metre wide sections to record any variation in the ditch fills
as it progressed westwards. The predominant fill, once again, was similar to the fill
found in 2012 which was a heavy clay deposit in the upper fill, which produced few
finds. The west terminus of this ditch was revealed in 2013 and the final section cut at
this end, context 445, showed that the lens of clay continued almost to the end of the
ditch, but not quite. The lower fill consisted of a light chalky loam, although the end
nearest to the west terminus did have a proliferation of large flint nodules.

The ditch which was a fairly regular shape along it s length measured 1.15M in width
and 0.6M in depth. The bottom of the ditch was rounded. The ditch appears to terminate
almost in line with the west end of the ‘barn’ building.

The Large North/South Ditch Contexts 424, 425, 429, 430 and 431 (Fig 7.) (Fig 10.
(-p to (I-) & (Fig 11. (m-m) and (n-n))

The western boundary of the Iron Age enclosure is called the large north/south ditch. It
has been partially excavated in other locations in both 2011 and 2012. The new section
proved to be similar to the previous excavations revealing a thick, dark, silty layer as the
upper fill and a light chalky loam as the lower. The fills were not that simplistic and other
subtle intermediary layers were also recorded. The upper dark layers produced the
most numerous finds with significant amounts of pottery and large quantities of animal
bone towards the bottom of this upper fill. Some of the pottery from this fill had raised
eye-brow decoration and one sherd, found in context 430A, had an interesting lined and
zig-zag pattern,. The lower chalky fill produced fewer finds. The most interesting find
from the upper layer was a coin of the Emperor Nero found in context 425A.

Several sections were cut through the ditch, contexts 424, 429 and 431 and after
recording the section details the remaining sections were removed. The top soil from
the remaining link to the 2011 excavations had only the top soil removed. The fills in this
section were never excavated due to time limitations.

The ditch measured 2.3M in width and 1.53M in maximum depth which included the top
soil. The sides were steep and V'’ shaped and as proven in the previous examinations
had a flat bottom. A number of incursions were noted with pits 457 and 458 being cut on
the west side of the ditch and an elongated pit 459 being cut on the eastern side of the
ditch.. The north section of the ditch, context 431 did produce a number of pieces of iron
slag in the upper fill which may indicate some small metal working activity. Soil sample
analysis may reveal more about activities in this area.
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Fig 10. The large north/south ditch

The Pits
Pit Context 458 (Fig 7.) and (Fig 11. (n-n) context H)

This large pit was located on the west side of the large north/south ditch. It measured
1.3M in length (north to south) and cut into the west side of the ditch by 0.85M. It had
vertical sides and still had vestiges of a lower chalky fill in the bottom layers. Due to time
restrictions and poor weather the bottom of this features was never reached but the
excavated depth was 44cms. The feature appears to have been cut by the north/south
ditch and the fill was similar to the main ditch fills showing that it was being used, like
the main ditch, for depositing rubbish.
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Pit Context 454 and 455 (Fig 7.) and (Fig 10. (k-k) contexts A-E)

This pit was quite an elongated feature measuring over 1.5M in length and disappeared
into the north baulk, so may have continued for a little further. However, there was no
sign of this pit in the excavations in 2011 so it must terminate within the unexcavated
section between the trenches. The depth of the pit was 60cms with the north circular
section about 10cms deeper. The shape was vertical sided and was quite irregular
along its length and roughly cut.

The pit cut into the large north/south ditch in 2 locations within ditch sections 431 and
430. The sides of the pit were steep and almost vertical and at the north end there was
an even deeper circular section. The fill of the pit was quite complex with the lower
layers being a re-deposited chalk fill. The upper layers contained a similar fill to the
main north/south ditch, a dark silty soil, and above this appears to be a medium fill of
chalky loam associated with the floor surrounding the ‘barn’ structure. Another feature in
this complex was the hearth found in the upper fill of the shallow east/west ditch that
cuts across the site and the main ditch.

Massimo’s Pit Context 400 (Fig 12.)

This particular feature was called Massimo’s pit as it was the focus of training in
excavation and section drawing for a student from Venice. When the trench was opened
and the floor of the barn’ was revealed a number of cuts into the floor were noted along
the north baulk of the site. The pit context 400 was considered to be a later feature and
of possible Saxon date and was used as such for training purposes. However, the finds
from the pit suggested a Roman date rather than Saxon and this was confirmed when
the pit proved to be part of the flint foundation wall of the ‘barn’ structure.

Page 21



¢10Z .S9loy 1sod, ‘¢l bi

LA B B R
S3YL3N Ol

8Ly

Page 22



The Post Holes Contexts 402, 403, 404, 407, 408, 409, 418 & 420 (Fig 12. & Fig 13.)

The 2013 season in the south field produced a number of features considered to be
possible post holes. Several of these features contexts 402, 403, 407, 408, 409, 418,
420 were observed in the medium brown fill of a layer surrounding the ‘barn’ structure.
All of these features were sectioned and excavated and none contained any substantial
flint packing. Features 407, 408 and 409 were found later to be part of the north ‘wall’ of
the barn. The other ‘post holes’ were all vertical sided and only went to a depth of
20cms down to the natural chalk below the floor deposit.

A later feature considered to be a post hole was context 461. This feature did contain
large nodules of flint, but upon investigation continued to a much deeper level and was
never fully bottomed. Its proximity to another circular feature found to be a solution hole
tends to suggest that this was also a geological feature.

The only strong contender for a post hole was context 404. This was a vertical sided
feature, located south of the shallow east/west ditch. The post hole had a chalky loam
fill into the natural chalk, but did not contain flint packing.

Another post hole was cut by the north/south ditch. This feature, context 457, like the
other ‘post’ holes had no flint packing in its fill, but at the bottom there was evidence for
a post pipe in the form of a smaller circular cut into the natural chalk measuring 12cms
in diameter.

‘Post Hole’ Details

Context Diameter Depth
402 19cms 5cms
403 16cms 8cms
404 25cms 12cms
407 50cms (Found later to be part of the barn north wall)
408 75cms (Found later to be part of the barn north wall)
409 80cms (Found later to be part of the barn north wall)
418 48cms 15cms
420 32cms 15cms
428 20cms 13cms
457 50cms 17cms (Post pipe 12cms diameter and 1cm deeper)
461 20cms 40cms (Feature not bottomed and considered as
solution)
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The Gullies Contexts 454, 455, 456 & 459 (Fig 14.)

A number of gullies were noted all cutting into the natural chalk. One gully, Context 459,
was recorded on the west side of the boundary ditch. This feature was of a curved
nature and ended at a junction with post hole, context 457. The gully was square sided
and 15cms wide. The gully was deepest at the junction with the post hole and became
shallower as it progressed northwards towards the baulk.

A pair of gullies, contexts 454 and 455, were noted running parallel and east of the large
north/south ditch. Gully 454 measure 16cms in width and was 12cms deep with the
other, context 455, measuring 13cms in width and the same depth. A third linear
feature, a possible gully context 456, linking the parallel features was investigated but
proved to be a very shallow feature, if a gully at all. All three gullies would have created
a rectangular configuration. The northern gully terminated at pit context 460 which
proved to be the location of a baby burial.

The Baby Burial Context 460 (Fig 14.)

It was during the process of seeking a depth for the east gully, context 456, that a softer
section of chalk fill was noted at the end of gully context 455. As the investigation
progressed a small pit measuring 34cms in diameter was revealed. As the excavation of
this pit continued small fragments of bone started to appear. The excavation became
more refined as it was appreciated that a second baby burial had been found.

The burial pit measured 34cms in diameter and had a depth of 26cms. The sides were
almost vertical, but with a very slight slope. The baby had been seated in the pit with its
back up against the west side, and facing east. The head was resting on the chest. The
remains of the baby have been passed to the BHAS bones specialist team who will
investigate it in more detail. The small nature of the bones tends to suggest that it is
neo-natal.

The ‘Barn’ Structure (Fig 3. and Fig 14.)

It was during the 2012 season of excavations that a floor surface comprising of chalk
and ironstone fragments was noted. At first this linear feature was thought to be some
form of road or trackway, but a visit by the Assistant County Archaeologist altered the
interpretation to that of a low status barn structure. In 2012 the north side of the
structure was also recorded as having a more substantial lower fill of large flint nodules.
When the trench, context 347, was opened at the end of 2012 the chalk floor was
observed to be continuing westwards, context 362.

During 2013 the original trench was extended and the top soil carefully removed and
came down, once again, onto the chalk floor. However, at this western end there were
fewer fragments of ironstone and the floor was mainly chalk, with a few small flint
nodules interspersed. The structure was found to terminate 4 metres further west than
the area opened in 2012, and stopped short of the large north/south enclosure ditch.
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Levels were taken of the floor and going south to north the floor changed only 10cms
over a 2 metre length, while going east to west the level variation was less than 10cms
over a 4 metre length. The structure was surrounded by a floor of light brown chalky
loam on the south and west sides but the north side was dramatically different.

The North side of the Building (Fig 14.)

In 2012 an examination of the floor of the barn building revealed a solid north wall
constructed of large flint nodules, but no similar feature was found on the south side. In
2013 sondages cut to examine the ‘middle’ east west ditch were extended northwards
to the south side of the barn floor, contexts 398 and 419. Once again there was no
evidence for any substantial footing south of the barn floor.

One of the reasons for opening the new trench had been to investigate the extent of this
barn floor. However, it soon became apparent that the north side was still under the
baulk. An extension to the trench was made to seek the north side of the building. The
new area opened had the topsoil contexts 394, 395, 396 and 443.

The original trench had revealed a large pit, Massimo’s pit, and this was thought to be a
later feature cutting into the barn floor. However, as the new section was opened it
became apparent that this pit was in fact an exposed section of the north wall of the
barn.

The wall feature consisted of large flint nodules deposited in a linear arrangement, with
some widths slightly wider than others suggesting even the possibility of buttressing.
After a period of rain there was even the suggestion that a linear arrangement may be
progressing northward at the west end, but it was a very ephemeral feature and may
have been archaeological creativity.

The wall was 70cms in width and was sectioned in several locations. The foundation
trench was very irregular and not really a typical well defined and flat foundation base.
The north/south section proved to be curved in configuration and the foundations going
east to west were very irregular ending at the west end in a circular terminus. While the
wall was a very well defined linear feature it was very insubstantial in depth. The curved
section of the ditch reached a maximum depth of 20cms.
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The Hearths or Fire-pits (Fig 15.)

The most noticeable feature about trench 347 was the soot and scorched areas. There
were basically 3 locations where soot and burning were observed. One area, context
367, was a large area on the east side of the trench, and was located in and around,
and above the ‘middle’ east west ditch. The surface was compact in places but
subsequent excavation of a number of features in this location showed that the deposit
was very shallow and almost only a smear over the surface and may have been better
preserved because of the clay fill of the ditch below.

The first hearth to be noted was constructed partly above part of the large north/south
boundary ditch and on its east side. The feature also formed part of the curious shallow
east/west ditch. The hearth consisted of an area of solid burned clay, measuring 15cms
in depth. To the south side of this and part of the shallow east/west ditch was a large
segment of ironstone. This stone was supported by a collection of large flint nodules.
These flints also continued to the north of the solid scorched section. The fill around this
area was sooty and black and a number of animal bones were found in association with
this area. The east side of the hearth looked very disturbed and at one point appeared
to be a possible pit with a curve on the south side, context 422. However, upon
investigation this proved to be more of the ‘floor’ layer that surrounded the barn, and
above the baby burial.

The third area of burning, the fire-pit in the north/east trench is discussed separately,
see below.
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The North East Trench and Fire-pit - by John Skelton (Fig 6.)

The North East trench (grids 388 - 392) was an extension of the 2012 North West
trench and was intended to investigate whether the gulley, (context 361) revealed in
2012, extended westwards and whether a layer of sooty loam seen in the West facing
section of the 2012 trench represented a pit that cut into the side of the North face of the
large northern East/West ditch.

As time and human resources were limited a careful excavation of a small area was
considered to give the best chance of detecting subtle changes in contexts that would
reveal the chronology of what was already considered a complex area. Fills in grids
388 — 392 were carefully removed until evidence of underlying features was revealed.

The fills corresponding to a westward extension of gulley 361 followed a stratigraphy
suggested by the East facing section of the previous year. The lower fills were of
medium chalk nodules (up to about 10 cm diameter) and large flints (up to several 10s
of cm diameter) suggesting a tip from the North into the gulley cut creating a south
facing slope over which a more loamy soil had been deposited. However there were
many variations in the fill, at times suggesting small pits cut into the fill, sometimes
containing finds of bone, pot and traces of charcoal, but these failed to correspond to
the underlying cuts into the solid chalk. These cuts revealed that, rather than continuing
Westwards as a gully, cut 361 resolved into a number of East West cuts resembling a
number of small intersecting pits or the uneven floor of a ditch the North side of which is
over a metre deep.

At a depth of about 54 cm below present soil level the loamy soil extending Southwards
over the Northern East/West ditch revealed areas of darker soil suggesting pits.

Several of these were ephemeral, losing definition with depth and did not reflect
underlying cuts but pit 448 corresponded to the suspected area of burnt material
extending from the overburden of 361 to the centre line of the large East/West ditch. At
this depth the centre line of the large ditch was marked by a linear collection of large
flints resembling the rows of flints believed to represent the North and South walls of the
barn structure situated further South. The burnt material of context 448 occupied a
saucer shaped depression and contained charcoal, small pieces of cremated bone and
burnt pot and a large quantity of roasted sandstone pieces measuring up to about 15
cm across. The main concentration of the roasted sandstone was to the South of the fill
of 448 and intermingled with some of the flints on the centre line of the large ditch. A
few pieces were found South of these flints amongst a smear of sooty loam
(suggesting material may have been raked out of the pit). The burnt fill was above a
layer of loam and a bottom layer of chalk fill. Once again the cuts into the solid chalk
North wall of the large ditch below did not exactly reflect the extent of this pit.

The fact that pit 448 contained burnt material extending into the fill of gully/ditch 361 and

into the fill of the large East/West ditch indicates that these two ditches were filled and
then pits cut into the area. A possible interpretation is that these pits were then partially
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filled, purposefully or by erosion, and the depression left used as a fire-pit, possibly for
cooking (a few large bones were found in surrounding contexts).

The Floor Layers

When the trench, context 347, had been first opened at the end of the 2012 season the
most noticeable feature was the proliferation of soot, charcoal and blackened pottery in
the fill, context 367. The whole area to the east of the west enclosure boundary ditch
had a thin, subtle layer of soot and signs of burning. This layer proved to be quite
shallow, but was a distinct feature below the top soil. One baulk containing the various
layers, and located across and above the ‘middle’ east west ditch, was left in-situ. The
section clearly indicated a sooty horizon but with little depth.

The ‘floor’, which contained this sooty upper surface was located south of the barn
structure and continued westwards. It continued up to and partially over the north/south
ditch on its eastern side. This was noted in the section drawings and photographs (Fig
0.). The same floor continued southwards down to a shallow terrace cut into the chalk
north of the ‘lower’ east/west ditch, and this terrace was recorded in 2012. Only a small
section of this terrace was revealed in 2013. This small section of terrace was
uncovered at the east end of the new trench as context 428.

A number of sondages were cut into the floor at several locations, mainly to investigate
the relationship with the small north/south ditch but other areas, contexts 399, 439 and
440 confirmed that the depth of the floor varied from 10cms to 20cms in depth over a
very irregular chalk natural surface. The fill from these investigations produced very little
in the way of finds and usually consisted of small bone fragments.

The depth of soil varied dramatically over the site. The west end, west of the large
north/south boundary ditch measured only 25-30cms in depth, but in the area north of
the barn structure and in the north/east trench this soil depth increased to over 60cms in
places. However, as with the floor surface surrounding the barn, the finds from the
upper layers of this thicker layer of soil were few, with only pottery and bone finds
appearing closer to the chalk natural surface. This floor terminated over the east side of
the west boundary ditch and did not continue on the west side.

The Stake Holes (Fig 3.)

One area that produced an interesting collection of features was to the west of the large
north/south boundary ditch and to the north of the shallow east/west ditch that cut
across the site. In this small section a multitude of small stake holes were revealed. The
chalk although only about 20cms below the top soil was quite soft and different to the
other areas of natural chalk.

No stake holes were found to the south of the east/west ditch and a small sondage into
this area of soft chalk came down onto a harder, but irregular surface of solid chalk.
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The stake holes measured 2-3cms in diameter and were cut into the chalk at various
angles to the vertical (45 to 90 degrees). The features were planned and recorded.

The Finds
The Pottery

As anticipated the most prolific focus for finds was the large north/south ditch. Another
area producing significant amounts of pottery was the area to the north of the north wall
of the barn structure. The pottery from the large ditch included sherds containing the
raised eye-brow Iron Age style decoration with other pieces have some interesting zig-
zag form of decoration. There was a significant collection of diagnostic pieces.

The Bone

The north/south ditch once again produced the best collection of animal bone, much of
it from the lower depths of the upper fills. Among the bones were sheep and horse with
several skulls of pig. The BHAS bones team will produce an interim report for the 2013
season.

Marine Molluscs

The finds of marine shells were not so prevalent this season. The large ditch produced
most of these finds with oyster shell being the most collected. There were a few
fragments of mussel shells and an interesting collection of limpet and cockle shells and
just one or two whelk shells.

Land Snails

A large number of land snails were collected from the curious east/west ditch. This is
the latest feature to cut across the south field. The shells are quite large and may
possibly be of edible snails. While the dating of the feature appears to be late Roman or
medieval then the snails may represent a possible food source however, they may
equally be just a large population in favourable environmental conditions. A selection of
the shells will be taken to the Booth Natural History Museum for further investigation.

The Metal Work

A number of metal items were found this season. Iron, copper alloy, lead and iron slag
were all represented. The items have been quite hard to identify and will require expert
analysis to determine their original use. Those pieces that could be identified were an
Iron Age brooch and 2 coins. One peculiar object found was a small, well defined arrow
head, which had a small perforated hole. This was found just north of the site boundary
and close to the location of the La Tene brooch.. The object was investigated and the
consensus is that it is of modern origin, possibly a child’s toy. Just how this object,
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which is still basically archaeology, came to be at Rocky Clump is a mystery. A current
index of the small finds from the south field at Rocky Clump is appended to this report.

The ‘La Tene’ Brooch (Fig 17.) by John Skelton

The brooch has been researched and identified as a La Tene | type (3" - 4™ Century
BC). The bow is narrow and the spring is bilaterally wound with the cord (the length that
joins both sides of the spring) external to the windings. The foot is turned up and back
towards, but not touching the bow which ends with perforated knobs or eyelets.
Unfortunately a small piece of the spring has broken. This makes it difficult to
determine if the pin was pivoted and the spring a skeuomorphic feature (being a mock
or representational spring) or whether the bow, spring and pin were continuous. It may
be that small pendants were hung from the eyelets or maybe they contained small gems
or other decorative material. Some fibulae were worn in pairs connected by a fine chain.

Sue Hamilton in Barber et al, (2002) describes a similar brooch found at Eastwick Barn
on the opposite side of Ditchling Road and within %2 mile of Rocky Clump. Attributed to
4™M/3" century BC and of a “type 1Bb” (or La Tene | type) this brooch has a mock spring
but has a distinctive decoration on the bow.

The Coins

SF 26 Coin 1 (Context 387) Barbarous radiate AD 286-297. The coin weighs less
than 1 grm and is ovid in shape measuring 11.17 to 11.4mm. It is 1.2mm thick. The coin
was identified by W.L.Santer.

SP 35 Coin 2 (Context 425A) Nero, AD 54-58. Diameter 27mm. Weight 11gm. Type
minted at Lugdunum c. AD 64-67. Of good style except for the letters S and C on the

reverse being at an angle to the victory, and the absence of a globe at the point of the
bust on the obverse; hence possibly a barbarous issue.

Obverse: IMP NERO CAESAR AVG P MAX TR PPP, head of Nero, bare, left.

Reverse: Victory draped, moving left, holding a shield (Inscribed SPQR), S.C. left and
right in field.

Reference: Cf. BMC 388; RIC 606. The coin was identified by D.Rudling.
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Discussion

The excavations at Rocky Clump in 2013 were focused in 2 areas. The main trench
measuring 14 metres by 6 metres was located over the west boundary ditch and mainly
within the Iron Age enclosure. The second trench measuring only 3 metres by 2 metres
was located over the upper east/west ditch and ‘trackway found in 2011. What both
trenches revealed was a complexity of features and layers.

It was anticipated that the west boundary ditch would produce the most finds and this
was exactly what happened. This ditch produced good finds from well stratified layers.
The upper fills confirmed usage during the Roman period of AD150-230, similar to finds
from the 2011 and 2012 excavations (Pers Comm. M.Lyne). The pottery from the lower
fills included finds of Iron Age sherds with several having the distinctive raised eye-brow
decoration.

The fills of this ditch tend to show that any defensive banks associated with the ditch
construction were re-used as back filling sometime after the banks were longer
required. The direction and shape of the fills tend to show that back filling was directed
from the east which would have been the location of any defensive feature. This also
applied to the upper east/west ditch fill which mainly contained the same chalky loam fill
almost to the top, with very little later Roman material (Funnell 2012). As noted in 2012
the ditch west boundary ditch was still being used during the 2" and 3" centuries AD
for dumping rubbish waste from the settlement site, still yet to be found.

The new section of the ‘middle’ east/west ditch was just as confusing as the section
excavated in 2012. This ditch contained few finds, and none at all from the upper clay
layer. What was of note is that this ditch was covered by the medium brown fill of the
floor layer surrounding the barn structure, and on top of this were a number of distinct
areas of scorching or burning along with sooty deposits.

The barn structure is still regarded as a timber beam constructed building. Once again
the new excavations failed to produce any substantial post holes for an alternative
method of building. The simple chalk floor was still quite well preserved with
investigations on the south side still finding no evidence for foundations. The north side
of the structure did have quite a significant linear arrangement of flint nodules tending to
suggest some attempt at elaborate building techniques, but the poorly created
foundation trench appears to suggest that this endeavour was not taken too seriously
and only produced a half hearted effort.

The few possible post holes are certainly not associated with any structures and must
be regarded as either later additions cut into the floor or merely a colourisation in the
floor deposits creating an illusion of post holes.

The floor of the barn was surrounded by a light loamy floor which extended southwards

to just north of the lower east/west ditch. This layer was set into a terrace cut into the
natural chalk. The floor was relatively level across the whole of the barn area and up to
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the north/south boundary ditch. The same floor layer surrounding the barn continued
westwards even covering part of the east side of the boundary ditch. No similar floor
was found north of the barn flint wall footings which came down onto natural chalk.

The one feature which can be effectively sequenced is the curious shallow ditch that
runs from east to west across the site. This ditch cuts through the large west boundary
ditch and produced an interesting collection of snail shells limited to this one feature,
and was notable during excavation. The same ditch meets up or joins the small
north/south ditch running at right angles down the hill in a south easterly direction where
it was found to terminate in 2012. The south terminus was north of the ‘lower’ east/west
ditch. It is possible that any trace of this ditch was removed by later activities in the
south field, for no trace of the ditch was found in the baulk of the south side of the lower/
east/west ditch. The geophysics and the fact that the east/west section of this ditch links
with the small north/south does tend to suggest that the feature is forming a much later
enclosure on a different orientation, but only further work in the field to the south of the
Iron Age enclosure could confirm this.

One of the most interesting finds of this season’s was the second baby burial. The burial
which was outside and to the west of the barn building was cut into the natural chalk.
There was no visible sign in the fills about the feature for it being a later cut. The
orientation of the baby, facing eastwards, tends to show a prehistoric tendency with
Bronze Age and Iron Age round houses frequently having their entrances facing in this
direction, as if seeking the first rays of morning as the sun rises. The first baby was
found buried in the upper east/west ditch after it had been partially back filled. The new
baby burial within the enclosure interior is not unusual as baby burials are often found
under Roman villa floors. It is possible that other burials may lay beneath this floor layer
and any new excavations should look carefully at what is considered natural chalk as it
may hide similar burial pits.

The chronological sequence is once again very debateable, but there are some areas
that can be sequenced quite accurately. The primary contexts are the main boundary
ditches. However, what is not certain is the relationship between the ditch and the pits
located on either side. A similar situation was noted in the north field where pits were
located either side of the main north/south ditch. It is highly possible that the elongated
pit on the east side of the large north/south ditch and the smaller pits on the west side
are the earliest features, but there was little dating material form any of them. It is
possible that they are associated with testing the ground prior to the main ditch creation.
The fill of the elongated pit was mainly of chalk which must suggests that it was quickly
abandoned after it was cut, as few finds came from the fill, and the later large ditch cut
pit in 2 locations as it moved northwards.

Similarly the shallow gullies running parallel east to west on the east side of the main
ditch may be vestiges of a very slight timber structure, possibly associated with the baby
burial but the evidence is much too slim to confirm. The curving gully on the west side of
the ditch does not link up with a similar gully found curving around the features in the
excavations of 2011. The shape of both of these gullies is the same with vertical sides
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and chalk fill. It was thought that the original gully could have been the rain tract for a
round house, but neither of these features fits in with this idea.

The barn structure with its more solid north foundation and surrounding outer floor is
perhaps the best in-situ remains. We have shape and a level environment, but what
purpose this flimsy structure was used for is still debateable. What is certain is that the
surrounding floor was laid very quickly as few finds were recovered from the various
sondages cut. A barbarous radiate was found lying upon this floor in 2012 so these
deposits show that by the late third century the barn had gone out of use.

It is from the floor surface surrounding the barn that we have the later phase of burning
and scorching with burned areas above the ‘middle’ east/west ditch. Another hearth or
fire pit located in the north/east section produced significant quantities of burned
sandstone, while a third was located above the upper fills of the large north/south ditch.
Was this later phase of the site seeing Rocky Clump change from a farm to an industrial
area. Finds of iron slag from the upper fills of the large north/south ditch may testify to
this. However, if the later phase is industrial then it cannot be compared to the early
metal working being conducted at Oving (Bedwin). The fire-pits and hearths found this
season confirm that this activity took place after the enclosure ditches had been filled in.

The final phase in this small area of the Rocky Clump south field is the east/west ditch
or later enclosure. Without doubt the last phase of the site found in this trench. Exactly
when these ditches were constructed is still to be confirmed. Is it late Roman or
medieval? One of the finds from this shallow feature included some small fragments of
clay pipe, so it is possible that this feature is relatively modern. A study of old maps of
Stanmer must be a task for the future.

One observation was about the soil depth in both the area north of the barn building and
above the fire-pit in the north/east trench. The soil depth in these locations is up to
60cms. The soil is deposited above both the barn building and the hearth and cannot be
associated with any banks created during the digging of the ditches, as these had
already been filled back in. The mound of dirt contains very little in the way of ancient
finds and so must be associated with some other activity or soil deposition at a date as
yet unknown.

The curious collection of stake holes has caused some thought. Any number of shapes
could be created to suit several purposes. It is possible that they are associated with
stakes and fencing that could be used to entrap or keep secure small creatures, like
baby pigs. The main question is why would such a feature be on the outside of the
enclosure?

The reason for the construction of the enclosure is still open to question. Whether it was
from an awareness of the impending Roman invasions by either Julius Ceasar or
Claudius may be a possibility, and the rapid back filling of potential defences an
observation that the Roman presence in Sussex proved not as hostile as feared.
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The present lack of evidence for houses or structures, other than the barn within the
enclosure is making the idea that the enclosure is a defended settlement looking more
and more unlikely. However, the continuing lack of settlement site does need to be
addressed.

Excavations at Rocky Clump have been ongoing since 1947 and various early reports
have suggested that the site is a possible shrine (Gorton) or a small Romano-British
settlement (Gilkes). The continuing excavations suggest that the occupation at Rocky
Clump is more chronologically extensive than first envisaged. The earliest Iron Age and
Roman enclosure phases appear more defensive and later develop into a more open
farming enterprise in the 2" until the early 4™ century AD. Test trenches have confirmed
there is continuing archaeology in both of the fields and further investigations will allow
a greater overview of the farmstead and its later development on this part of the South
Downs.

A chronological sequence has been compiled (Fig 16.) and is based on the
topographical and inter-cutting sequences noted during excavation. However, the
pottery is currently being studied and it appears that some features appear to have
medieval dating which could change the dating in some areas of the site.

New investigations are planned for immediately south of the trees at Rocky Clump. A
number of geophysical circular anomalies may prove to be the site of several round
houses. The west side of the Iron Age enclosure may also provide evidence for an
entrance, as ditches in that location are not aligned. There is still more to reveal at
Rocky Clump and much more to learn before we can answers outstanding questions.

Author: John Funnell 6" March 2014
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. Lote Bronze Age/ Early Iron Age

-
. Lote Iron Age/ Eorly Romano—British

. Romano—British 2nd/3rd Century

Fig 16. The Chronological Sequence
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GEOPHYSICS AT STANMER 2013
Introduction

The paddock in Stanmer, opposite to the Stanmer café, (TQ335097) has long be
considered the medieval heart of the village (Fig 1.). The paddock is full of earthworks
generally believed to be the remains of the house platforms and intertwining trackways.
A resistivity survey was conducted in the paddock in 1984 (Saville) and the Sussex
Archaeological Collections has a paper about thee early village focused round the
Tudor period (Warne), and it is unlikely that the village had changed much from Norman
to Tudor times. The name Stanmer is derived from old English and means Stony pool
(Mills) and the Domesday book mentions the village stating that it was in the Falmer
Hundred and that it answered for 20 hides. Stanmer had 49 villagers with 10 small
holders have 26 ploughs, Woodland at 6 pigs valued at £15 (Phillimore).

During the Second World War a contingent of the Canadian Tank Corp were based at
Stanmer and it is possible that some of the earthworks may be associated with their
activities. There are no records of what Canadians did at Stanmer, so it is impossible to
know if any of the earthworks are from this period without some archaeological
intervention.

In October 2013 the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society learned from local
sources that part of the paddock was to be turned into an extension of the existing
orchard, located immediately east of this section of the field. Concerns were raised
about the potential damage to archaeology during the tree planting process and so the
Society was asked by the Assistant County Archaeologist, Greg Chuter to conduct a
geophysical and topographical survey of the area (Fig 2.). The survey was conducted
on Saturday 19" October during a morning and early afternoon of heavy and persistent
rain.
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Fig 1 — Stanmer Overall Survey
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Fig 2 — Stanmer Geophysics
The Surveying

The south section of the field was set out into grids measuring 20 metres square (Fig
3.), using a total station. The area was a total of 6 grids. The lower south section of the
field, measuring 76 metres from the south field wall, was not surveyed using resistivity
methods but was surveyed using magnetometry. The south west section contained a
large oak tree. All 6 grids were surveyed using a TR Systems resistivity meter, the
measurements were taken at 1 metre intervals and the readings measured in Ohms.
The results were translated using ‘Snuffler’ software.

The same area, and a much larger extend of the main paddock was investigated using
a magnetometer (Figs 4, 5 and 6).

A topographical survey was attempted, but the continuous deluge meant that it was
impossible to sketch due to the soggy paper.

The Results of the Surveys (Comments by Geophysics leader David Staveley)
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Resistivity Survey

A high resistance squarish feature attached to the eastern edge is most likely down to
something going wrong with the machine in the area. It doesn't look archaeological.
What seems to be a negative lynchet runs SE-NW and on the same alignment, a ditch
can be seen further south which heads towards a very high resistance feature. This
shows more clearly on the flattened image with a hole in the centre. It could be a small
building or even a well. There is a physical hole in the area, but I'm not absolutely sure if
they are in the same position. A second, much fainter ditch, only really visible on the
flattened image, heads east-west across the survey area at the very southern end.
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Magentometry Survey

There is a lot of metal junk in the field, both from horses and the original occupation.
Of the features that can be seen, there is the remains of metal fence footings running
NW from the inside corner. A very strong and wide linear feature in the NE relates to
earthworks on the ground, and is probably good archaeology, though it is not clear
exactly what it is. Towards the southern end, there is a vague hint of cut linear features
on the same alignment as the fence footings, the southern one, a short section only
visible, matches a ditch on the res. The northern one matches what seems to be a
negative lynchet, very visible on the resistivity.
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Tollets
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Conclusions

The geophysical survey has produced evidence for some activity in the field, but it is
difficult to determine any clear definition of features other than the possible trackways.
Medieval settlements leave very little remain, consisting as they do of timber framed
buildings, house platforms and trackways.

The field is full of earthworks which do tend to suggest housed platforms and other
features, with some areas suggesting trackways located between possible houses. At
Muddleswood in West Sussex the evidence for medieval settlement was very
ephemeral especially during a very dry summer, and it was not until after heavy rain that
rubbish pits were indentified (Butler).

The paddock at Stanmer is so full of earthworks that further surveys, both topographical
and an extension to the resistivity survey, are planned for the near future. It is hoped
that these new projects will produce more solid evidence for the medieval occupation of
Stanmer.
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A ‘SINK’ HOLE IN OLD BRIGHTON (TQ3100 0405)

On Friday 14™ June 2013 a ‘sink’ hole appeared in a private car park in the centre of
Brighton. E-mails about the feature were sent to the Brighton and Hove Archaeological
Society over the following week-end telling them about the opening.

One informant recorded that the feature measured about 6 feet in diameter (2 metres)
and could be either a tomb or a grave, as the feature is adjacent to the west side of the
church located along Ship Street.

The other informant mentioned that the feature extended out beneath the visible
opening and could be much larger.

A visit was made to Duke Street, Middle Street and Black Lion Street to record the
feature, but it appears that the ‘hole’ was in a private car park located on the north side
of Duke Street. The entrance to the car park is between an antiquarian book shop and a
news agent and opposite the Victory pub. The entrance gates are labelled ‘Dukes Yard'.
Before a second visit could be made to the site work man appeared and filled in the
hole with soil.

We would like to thank both Jodi and Simon for informing the Society and an attempt
will be made to ensure accurate site locations are known before venturing out to record
future incidents.

John Funnell 18™ June 2013
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A DRAIN OPENING AT RODMELL
Introduction

On Tuesday 16™ July 2013 rangers from the South Downs National Park were creating
a path south of Rodmell when a large hole was found. The opening is at the edge of a
field to the east of the Lewes to Newhaven Road and is located immediately south of
the village of Rodmell (TQ 4205 0585).

The Structure (Fig 1.)

The hole in the ground had been covered by 3 large slabs of concrete, the centre
section appearing to have fallen into the void below at some time in the past. The
structure appears to be a drain or soakaway of some description. It is constructed of
bricks 9” x 4.5” x 2.5” in size and the method of build used both the Double Flemish
style of construction with the upper and some other layers being old English (Plate 1.).
Access was not possible without disturbing the other large slabs of concrete, and so
measurements were taken using a standard tape, which proved unsatisfactory. The
structure is square in shape measuring approximately 2.5 metres square and 2.2
metres deep. On the north east corner a total of 6, visible, metal stanchions had been
imbedded into the corner for use as foot and hand holds for getting in and out of the
feature. (Plate 2.) The subsequent concrete capping would have then rendered these
items redundant as no access hatch was noted.

On the north/west section an 8" drain pipe (200mm) was noted dropping vertically
downwards into the void (Plate 3.), and it is possible that a metal grill of some
description may lay beneath the grass. Another smaller drain pipe was noted protruding
from the south face of the feature. The floor surface appeared very damp, and as the
central roofing block which had fallen into the space was not covered with similar muddy
deposits it can be assumed that the actual floor surface is not far below the visible
surface. A bottle was noted on the east side of the concrete slab, but dating was not
possible.

To the west of the feature and to the south of the feature another pipe, set in concrete,
appears to drain water from the neighbouring main road, but the location would not
allow any water to drain into the larger feature. Around the feature were noted large
chaunsk of other concrete items, and a section of solid flint wall.
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Conclusions

The ‘hole’ in the ground revealed by the Rangers appears to be some form of drain or
soakaway, associated with possibly draining the adjacent road. Any water running off
the road would drop down into a steep sided valley, possibly causing flooding or
problems with farming activities. The author suggested that the rangers contact
Southern Water to investigate further its usage, as the filling in of this void could create
problems elsewhere. The style of brick construction of double Flemish bond does
suggest a possible 1930’s or pre-Second World War time for its build.

John Funnell 18" July 2013

Plate 1. The interior walls
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Plate 2. The interior, fallen concrete slab and metal hand and foot rails
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Plate 3. The down pipe
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MOULSECOOMB PLACE — A POSSIBLE ICE HOUSE
(TQ3259 0694)

Introduction

An archaeological Watching brief was carried out on the site of a possible ice house to
the north of Moulsecoomb Place, Brighton on the 27th September 1993. The site was
revealed during construction work in an area of ground landscaped as gardens in the
18" century. Although the site’s thick walls, chalk floor and semi-subterranean location
contribute to its identification as an ice house its shape and dimensions are not typical
for a structure of this type.

The structure included a flint walled chamber with a chalk floor showing evidence of re-
use and alteration.

The Survey

The chamber had been fully excavated, extending northwards beneath the embankment
which carries the road. Its excavated area was 3.5M long, north-south, and 3M wide
east-west. It was 1M deep from ground level on site but examination of the section north
indicated that about 1M of original ground surface have been previously removed form
the site. The chamber had walls of dressed flint and showed traces of having been
rendered. A 0.5M wide and 0.6M high section of this wall survived above ground level at
the south eastern corner of the chamber. A small brick lined cavity or cupboard had
been built into the southern end of the western wall. The bricks measured 0.5M x 0.2M
x 0.15M; the cavity was 0.4m wide, 0.3m high and 0.3m deep. It also showed traces of
rendering. The top of the cavity had been destroyed during site clearance. The chamber
was floored with packed chalk. The building contractors considered this floor suitably
stable bedding for the development and was not excavated.

The chamber had been sub-divided sometime after its initial construction; a single skin
brick wall extended across it from east to west 2M from the chambers south end. The
bricks used were modern stocks. The area to the north of this wall was filled with chalk
rubble and soil but it was unclear whether this was part of a policy of deliberate in-filling
in the past.

At the south east corner of the site a section of dressed flint wall 0.5M wide stood to a
maximum height of 0.6M high. At the corner it rises from the retaining wall of the
chamber. It turned southwards 0.5M west of the south-east corner, extended 1.5M in
that direction. It then turned , extending westwards for 2M before its course was
obscured by a yew tree which remained standing on the site. The line of the wall may
be conjectured since a further flint wall emerged from beneath the tree extending
northwards. No indication that the wall continued to the west was found. Although partly
truncated by development works this wall appeared to connect with a section of similar
wall visible on the north section at the site boundary. This wall ran parallel to the
western edge of the chamber which lay 0.5M to the east. The area defined by the walls
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to the south of the chamber was sub-divided from east to west by another wall
constructed on both flint and brick. The wall was 0.5M wide and 1.5M high with a layer
of lint 0.7M high beneath a brick layer of similar height. This wall had been truncated
and it is unclear whether it extended right across this area. The presence of the tree at
its probable junction with the western wall made it impossible to determine the
relationship between the building phases of the walls.

Conclusions

Although the larger size and rectangular shape of this building does raise some
guestions about the interpretation of this monument, the evidence suggest that this is an
ice house associated with the 18™ and 19" century Moulsecoomb Place house. It is
typical of this type of structure that it had thick insulating walls, was built into a hill slope,
again to create a suitable insulating environment, and that it had chalk floor which would
have aided drainage through the porus rock. Although the flint walls themselves are
difficult to date with any degree of accuracy the presence of hand made bricks in the
fabric of the structure suggest that it was erected in the 18" century. This suggested
date links with the refurbishment and rebuilding of the house and with the great period
of ice houses construction. A ring of hand bricks also suggested as an ice house has
been located to the south-east of the house within its grounds. This structure has not
been properly investigated and , hence, the identification is tentative.

Acknowledgements
The author would like to thank those members of the Brighton and Hove Archaeological
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WATCHING BRIEF - THE ROYAL PAVILION, BRIGHTON 2013
Introduction

The tunnel that runs from the Royal Pavilion to the Brighton Museum was once a link
from the Royal palace to the stables. It was built in 1821 at a cost of £1,783. (rpm). The
tunnel is believed to have been used by the Prince Regent, later George IV, as access
to the stables, keeping him away from the local citizens, as he was a little unpopular at
times. Other people have suggested it was used for assignations with his mistresses or
for merely keeping dry when moving from one location to another. Whatever the
purpose of the tunnel, it was a considerable feat of engineering.

The tunnel lies within an area of water concentration with the local water source of the
Wellesbourne and Winterbourne streams linking at the Level and then channelling down
towards the sea at Pool Valley. The tunnel did have drains constructed on either side of
its walls to remove water that could cause possible damp problems. Water was a
problem at the Royal Pavilion in later years lying on the pavilion gardens (Carder).

In 2012 the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society conducted a watching brief when
the roof of a large section of the tunnel that runs from the Royal Pavilion to the Brighton
Museum was exposed (Funnell 2012- 2). Earlier in May of the same year a trial trench,
close by in the garden shrubs, had uncovered one of the several light shafts that
emanate from the tunnel below. This particular light shaft had the glass topping still in
place, albeit slightly damaged. (Funnell 2012-1).

The large section of tunnel roof exposed in 2012 had a curved shaped roof, with a
single square shaped light shaft. The tunnel roof showed some signs of repairs with
roofing slate cemented into the roof in several locations. A sondage cut on the north
side of the tunnel wall indicated that several centimetres below the tunnel wall there
appeared to be an undercut, not noticeable on the inside of the tunnel itself. The
stratigraphy from ground level down to tunnel top was quite shallow, being only about
20-30cms in depth. The tunnel was photographed and measured with plans and a
report being published in the 2012 BHAS Field Notebook.
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The New Excavations

In March 2013 the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society were asked once again to
conduct a watching brief when a new section of the Royal Pavilion to Brighton museum
tunnel was exposed. A number of visits were made to site on the 15", 19" and 22" of

March 2013 (Fig 1.)

A section of tunnel was uncovered measuring 28.4 metres in length with a width of
approximately 3.5 metres. The actual tunnel width was 2.5 metres (Plate 1.)

.:.? .l \ i pikl

Plate 1. The tunnel and Light Shafts (Looking eastwards).

The new excavation uncovered three light shafts, very similar to the one found in the
trial trench of May 2012. The light shafts measured about a metre in diameter and about
20-30cms in height. All of these light shafts were severely truncated and had been
capped with concrete. No vestiges of any glass capping were noted. The shafts were
slightly damaged when the solid concrete capping was removed, but the third shaft at
the east end was left untouched with the concrete cap left in place. An examination of
one of the damaged light shafts showed that the outer surface was covered with
Hampshire cream mathematical tiles, measuring 120 x 65 x 20mm thick (Pers. Comm.
Brighton Museum Student placement on an MA Buildings study course.)(Plate 2.) The
tiles may have been left over from the original Prince Regent Marine Pavilion
constructed in 1787 (Carder 161, a).
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Plate 2. The Light Shaft created using mathematical tiles

The shape of the tunnel changes as it moves westwards. The east side, noted in 2012
had a curved configuration going form one side to the other. The area of tunnel opened
in 2013 has a different shape. The basic shape comprises of a curved surface, with a
steeper drop either side of about 20-25cms. On either side of this curved upper surface
is a flattened surface measuring 55-60cms in width (Fig 1.) At either side of the tunnel
outer wall a slot was dug measuring 40cms in width and to a depth of 16-20 cms. There
was no sign of any undercut along the whole of the area excavated. Towards the west
end of the tunnel, and where it turns northwards to enter the museum building, this
section of tunnel top is noticeably higher and wider. This extra girth and depth lasts for
between 3 and 4 metres in length.

The depth of excavation in this section was noticeably deeper that on the other side of
the garden. The measurement from the upper tarmac surface down to the lowest
section of side ditch was between 1.3 and 1.35 metres compared to only a few
centimetres on the east side of the garden. The deeper section produced a complex
series of stratigraphical layers, with several sections or cuts where utility facilities had
been buried across the Pavilion complex, but above the tunnel.
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The sections on either side of the tunnel showed several fills comprising grit and sand
deposits filled with flints, dark loamy soils filled with brick, tile and flints and upper
surfaces of compact chalk. The top surfaces consisted of layers of concrete and tarmac
with some areas having paving slabs noted in section. Several areas had vestiges of
brick construction. The builders noted that the surface to the north of the tunnel was
much easier to dig than on the south side. Both sides of the tunnel produced layers
filled with brick and tile (Plates 3 & 4).

Plate 3. South facing section
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Plate 4. North facing section

The West end of the tunnel is perhaps the most complex area, with a number of cuts
and small brick features. The far west end of the new excavation came down onto a
number of voids, and through openings in a metal like structure a modern breeze block
wall was visible. This is apparently the ‘crew’ room in the Brighton Dome, and is
obviously a recent construction built under the existing road surface and this wall
continued for some distance into the Pavilion gardens on the south side (Plate 5.)
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Plate 5. The west end of the excavation and the voids

The Light Shafts

A total of 3 light shafts were uncovered in this excavation, along with the light shaft
found in the trial excavation and another found during phase 1 of the development it
makes a total of 5 shafts along the length of the tunnel. The only fully constructed
feature was found in the trial trench, with the phase 1 feature a very shallow feature and
of a different construction being a square shape. The three light shafts found in this
phase of the development are similar in shape and size to the one found in the trial
trench, but with the upper sections, along with the glass top, having been removed and
covered with a thick layer of concrete. The third from west light shaft still retains this
concrete layer, as the light shaft structure may be severely damaged if this was
removed using heavy machinery.

The middle shatft, or the one located second from the west end of the tunnel also has an
additional feature. This light shaft has what appears to be a brick constructed
‘ventilation’ duct, that runs from the light shaft towards a ‘lighting well' opening on the
south side of the museum wall. The duct is 4 bricks in depth and has no solid
foundation. The surface below this duct was partially removed to confirm no foundation
features. The duct joins the light shaft, but the author of this document could not gain
access to the tunnel to examine the inside of the tunnel and the interior of this light shaft
to confirm its purpose (Plate 6.)
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Plate 6. The Light Shaft and Vent

The Drain Feature

At the end of the excavation, and opposite the third from the west light shaft, was a
drain cover. This was opened and found to be to a depth of about 4 metres. There are
steel hand grips which would allow access to this drain. It appears that the drain opens
up to a chamber below, also constructed of brick, and that the chamber is probably part
of a Victorian sewer system. This sewer may link to a larger through chamber that is
known to run through the Royal Pavilion gardens between the Royal Pavilion and the
museum.
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Plate 7. The Victorian Drain

The interior of this drain appears to be a well constructed feature built of brick. However,
the outer surface of this feature is also made of brick but is of a very poor construction
with very little, if any cement between the bricks on the outer surface (Plate 7.)

The Finds

Animal Bone Report — Carol White

A small assemblage of 25 bones was recovered, seven positively identified (Schmid,
1972) as Ovis (Sheep), two as Bos (Cattle), four as medium sized mammal and twelve
and large size mammal; cattle, therefore, was the predominant species. Where
possible, measurements were taken and recorded (Von den Dreisch, 1976).

The majority the bones exhibited cut or chop marks indicative of butchery and/or food
preparation. Five of the bones recovered were skull fragments from a large mammal,
indicative of slaughter and butchery in the immediate vicinity.

A bone recording sheet is appended to this report.
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FUSION ZONE SPECIAL
Measured IEC;SEI;JS‘S
Bag [SPECNO| TX |C |AP| S |P |D 1213|4516 |7 8|45 ]S YN MEASUREMENT/COMMENTS
1 1 72 112 | R |0 [1 X 1 3 Y BD 28.04 Shatftin two pieces
1 2 54 1 |12 | R |3 [5 X X 3 N
1 3 6 1 |93 | R 0 |0 11 3 N hcomplete
1 4 72 1 1 L 0 1 XX X X 1 |3 N oo abraded to accurately measure.
1 5 72 1 3 L 5 5 X X 3 N
1 6 5 1 ]16 |0 0 0 | X |X 1)1 3 N
1 7 6 1 ]99 |0 5 5 X X 1 |3 N
1 8 5 1 102/ 0 |0 [0 3 N 1
1 9 6 1 |10 | R 3 0 X X 3 N
1 10 72 1 /80|00 [1 12 3 N
2 11 72 1 |12 | R 0 1 X X X3 |2 3 Y BD 32.88
2 12 72 1 |12 | L 1 0 X X [X 1 |3 N
2 13 6 1|87 ]0 |3 [3 3 12 3 N
2 14 6 1183 |0 0 |0 3 N Fragmentary
2 15 72 1 1 L 5 5 X (XX [X 1 |3 N
2 16 54 1 )22 | L 1 0 XX X X 321113 N
3 17 6 1 )93 | L 0 |0 113 N hcomplete
3 18 6 1 ]93]0 0 |0 1113 N hcomplete
3 19 5 1 |100/ 0 |0 [0 3 N
3 20 5 1102/ 0 |0 [0 3 N 1
3 21 6 1 |/90]0]0 {0 3 N
3 22 6 1 |/90]0]0 {0 3 N
3 23 6 1 |/90]0]0 {0 3 N
3 24 6 1 |/90]0]0 {0 3 N
3 25 6 1 |/90]0]0 {0 3 N
3 26 6 1 |/90]0]0 {0 3 N
Species Anatomical Part Fusion
72 = Ovis (Sheep) 01 = Humerus = No Fusion Data
54 = Bos (Cattle) 12 = Tibia | L = Fused
05 = Medium indeterminate mammal 22 = Metacarpal B = Unfused
06= Large Indeterminate mammal 80 = Atlas | | b = Shatft, no fusion data
83 = Thoracic Vertebra
87 = Vertebra fragment
90 = Skull fragment
93 =Rib
99 = Large mammal long bone fragments
100 = Medium mammal long bone fragments
102 = Unidentified bone
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Ceramics

A number of pieces of 19™ century or early 20™ century ceramics were recovered from
the excavation by the builders. A total of 10 pieces of glazed ceramics were recovered
with 7 pieces being of a plain white or off-white colour. It is possible that a number of
these pieces are from the same vessel, with fragments of a base and rim. There is one
piece of the same colour that has a different shaped rim, and this must be from another
vessel. There were four decorated pieces, all blue in colour. One piece has a simple
brush technique, another has whorls and flowers, another showing shrubs and a
window with the third having a wave like motif. This last piece also has the vestiges of
handles and a rim, which from the size, about 40mm apart, probably indicates that it is
from a cup or drinking vessel. One small white fragment is from a completely different
vessel. All of the ceramics are quite thin measuring only about 2.5mm in thickness or
thinner.

Clay Pipe

A total of six clay pipe stems were found, but sadly no bowls which would have allowed
some accurate dating. The stems measured 5, 6, (2x) 7 and (2x) 9mm in diameter, all
with a large bore. It is possible that they are from a single pipe, but most likely from
several. The length of the pipe fragments were 20, 22, 28, 45, 56 and 62mm in length.
None of the pipe stems were decorated and they are probably of 19" century dating.

Glass

The excavations produced 6 pieces of glass. All of the glass has an opaque finish,
caused by glass ‘rusting’. Two of the pieces are the body section of bottles, with 2
pieces being the spouts or top sections of brandy bottles or a similar alcoholic beverage
container. One piece of glass, of a slightly different texture, is flat and may be window
glass of some description, while another piece has a curious bulge shape and maybe
from a decorative item.

Marine Mollusc

A single, complete piece of oyster, comprising one half of the crustacean was found
during the excavation.

Stone
Three circular stones were recovered measuring 25, 34 and 36mm in diameter, the
items are probably natural flint, but were collected because of their distinctly circular

configuration. Another stone object has a number of linear features and is possibly a
fossil of some description.
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Brick

The sections on both side of the tunnel were awash with fragments of brick and roofing
tile, generally red in colour. Among the more distinct pieces were the following;-

1. Black Glazed Brick — The piece measures 60x33x20mm thick, it is broken and
glazed only on one side.

2. Grey glazed Brick — The piece measures 60x55x45mm thick, it is broken and has
glaze on only one side.

3. White Glazed Brick — The piece measures 155x 110x70mm thick, it is broken
and has glaze on only one side. This particular brick has a frog on both sides.

4. White Glazed Brick — The piece measures 111x70x65mm in length, it is broken
and has glaze on only one side. Ity has a frog on one side, and is filled with
cement on the other, so is probably similar or perhaps even part of the same
broken brick.

Conclusions

It is obvious from the results of this excavation that the tunnel revealed, and constructed
in the late 18" or early 19™ centuries, had an original construction trench much wider
than the one created today. The tunnel construction, of brick, shows some regularity in
the central section, but with some possible constructing difficulties perhaps encountered
at the points where the tunnel has to curve and link to the main buildings. There is one
interesting question as to why the tunnel changed in shape as it progressed eastwards.
This change in shape could be attributed to the reduction in soil depth as it approached
the east end of the excavated trench, and the north end of the Royal Pavilion building.
The drop in soil depth would require a less dramatic curvature of the tunnel top, causing
a more gradual slope on either side of the tunnel centre.

The light shafts while being of a regular nature at the west end have a dramatic change
in shape at the east end. This is probably because of the shallow depth of soil at the
east end.

The sections on either side of this new excavation clearly showed a mass of back filled
deposits, and no sign of a solid natural layer, so the original excavation created for the
building of the tunnel must have been much wider.

The interesting drain feature, obviously constructed during a later Victorian a period
abuts the south side of the tunnel and runs down the south wall, and may possibly even
use the wall of the original tunnel for one of its walls, but a more detailed survey would
be required to confirm this. The fact that a larger, later chamber lies beneath the tunnel
could possible cause some concern, and will no doubt be addressed by the builders and
developers.
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The finds from the excavation provide some interesting pieces from the 19" and early
20™ centuries, but can only be regarded as a collection of Georgian or Victorian debris,
the pieces having no stratigraphical provenance or context.

The uncovering of the Royal Pavilion to Brighton Museum tunnel has allowed a unique
opportunity to examine the 19" century feature. The final phase, which will incorporate
the best preserved light shaft, will complete this very interesting project. This final phase
should be happening in the not too distant future.

John Funnell (Archaeological Co-ordinator Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society)
29" March 2013
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WATCHING BRIEF - 7 BROOKSIDE, PIDDINGHOE, EAST SUSSEX
Introduction

The Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society were asked by the County Archaeologist
at East Sussex County Council to conduct a watching brief during building works being
carried out at 7, Brookside, Piddinghoe in April of 2013. Members of BHAS visited the
site on Monday 15" April and Wednesday 17™ April when the footing trenches were
being dug for a small kitchen extension measuring 3.5M x 4.5M. (Plate 1.)
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Plate 1. The Garden Area

The Geology

Piddinghoe is located on a small elevated mound about the 10M contour level. The river
Ouse lies to the east of the village as well as a large tract of estuary leading down
towards the port of Newhaven. The geology is predominantly chalk with a section of the
South Downs rising up behind the village on the west side. The river has a clay base.
The History

Piddinghoe is considered to be the possible location of a Saxon settlement. The round
church tower of St John’s church is of Norman origin but the circular configuration of the
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churchyard does suggest an earlier Saxon phase. The village is mentioned in the
Domesday Book of 1086 and was held by William de Warenne after the conquest. It lay
within the hundred of Holmestrow.

The village has a number of medieval buildings and earthworks that tend to suggest that
these may be the location of a deserted medieval settlement (Burleigh).

The river also has Palaeolithic finds with a number of bi-faces being found in the lower
reaches of the river at Newhaven along the gravelled terraces on the west side of the
river.

The Watching Brief

Members of the Brighton and Hove Archaeological site visited the site on Monday 15"
April when the back garden was being cleared. The area consisted of a paving slab
surface surrounded by small flower beds on the north and east sides. The flower beds
contained a dark rich loamy soil that produced no finds of any interest. Below the paved
area was a thin layer of sand for bedding in the slabs.

The owners of the house said that the garden had originally had a slope dropping down
towards the south and that this had been terraced when the garden had been created.
During the clearance a large drain was noted north of the building running east/west
with a drain cover at each end. During the footing trench excavation other drains were
noted running across the garden and from the north facing section of the house meeting
at a large brick constructed soakaway (Fig 1.). The drains and the soakaway were
removed during the footing trench excavations. (Plates 2 & 3.)
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Plate 2. Drains and disturbed areas

Observations were made during the removal of the material for the footings. A large
section of the excavation had been dug before for the drains and soakaway with only a
small area of undisturbed geology on the east side and a slightly larger undisturbed
section on the north side. The top layer consisted of garden loam with contemporary
finds of brick, tile, glass and other modern debris. The lower geology consisted of clay
with flint. The flint was undisturbed and had a yellow cortex. (Plates 3, 4 and 5.)

A search was made of the deposits removed from the excavations and among the clay
deposits were two rough flint flakes. Both flakes were primary items and both contained
vestiges of cortex and had a dark brown/black patination.

Conclusions

The watching brief at Brookside, Piddinghoe produced no evidence for this location

being used in either the Saxon or Medieval periods, but the flint flakes does suggest
some activity during the prehistoric period.
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Plate 3. The brick soakaway
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