ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD NOTEBOOK 2014

A RECORD OF THE PROJECTS OF THE BRIGHTON
AND HOVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY FIELD UNIT

BHAS Field Unit Notebook 2014 Page 1



Acknoweéneednt s

The Archaeological Secretary of the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society Field
Unitwould liketoex pr ess appreciation to those who as:
projects during 2014.

Brighton and Hove City Council

Ms Sanne Roberts, Conservation, Brighton & Hove City Council

Mr Michael Carr, Tenant Farmer, Ovingdean

Mr Casper Johnson, County Archaeologist

Mr Greg Chuter, Assistant East Sussex County Council

Mr David Rudling University of Sussex

Mr J. Funnell, Deputy Site Director and Archaeology Coordinator

Mr M.Gillingham, Assistant Site Director of the BHAS Field Unit

Ms C.White (Leader of the BHAS Bones Team)

Mr David Larkin, Acting Manager City Parks, Brighton and Hove City Council
Mr Jim and Mrs Betty Driver

And all members of the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society Field Unit

BHAS Field Unit Notebook 2014 Page 2



Content s

F Yo (01T Yo (o =T g T o 2
(0] 1= | KPP 3
0o [0 Tox i o] o PR SRR PPPPUTPRR 4
Excavations at Ovingdean 2014 ADSIract...........ccoveuuiiii i 6
Archaeological Interim Report - Hog Croft, Ovingdean, 2014 ............cccccceeiiiiieeeeeneenn. 7
1o o 18 Tox i o] o [PPSR 8
(o Tor= 14T o TN 1Y/ =T o PR 9
Archaeological Work Undertaken ...........coooovvviiiiiiiiiiiii e 10
S 1 (= = - T PSSR PPPPPPIN 10
Preliminary RESUIES .........ooii e 11
Trench BL and H (Fig. 4) ..o e e e e e e e eees 12
TreNCh B2 (FIg. 5) .uieeiiiiiie et e e e e e e e e e eens 14
TrenCh C (Fig. 6) ..ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 15
TrENCN D (Fig. 7) uuni e e e e e e e e e e e e aeees 16
TrenCh E (Fig. 8) covvuniiiiii i 19
TrenCh J (Fig. 9) oo e 20
RegiStered FINAS .....cooveii e e e 23
Preliminary CoNCIUSIONS .......coouuiiiii e e 24
Further Work Required for Preparation of Final Report .............cccceeevvviennnnns 25
RETEIENCES ... .ot e e e e e e e e e e eeneees 25
ACKNOWIEAGEIMENTS ...ttt e et e e eeeanns 25
Y o) 01T o ) PP SSPPPP 26
A Community Project at Whitehawk Hill Neolithic Enclosure 2014 ..............cccoeee. 40
Watching Brief along the Ditchling Road 2014 ............oouiiiiiiiiiiiie e 47
Discoveries in the ColdEan AlBa ..........uuiiiiiiieiiiii e e e e e et eeeeae e eaeee 56
A Field Walking Project at Hollingbury, Brighton 1991 1 Additional Notes............... 62
Fieldwalking at Halcombe Farm, Peacehaven ............cccoooviiiiiiiiiiiieie e 65
An Underground Chamber at 16 Gardner Street, Portslade ............cccccceeveevvvinnnnnnnn. 68
BHAS Field Unit 2014 Attendance ReCOI .........cooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciei e 70
BHAS Field NOteboOK INAEX .......coiiiiiiiiiiecee e 74

BHAS Field Unit Notebook 2014 Page 3



| nt r odruct i

The new season of activities for the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society were
predominantly focused on excavations of a medieval manorial complex in Hog Croft,
Ovingdean. Our activities on this site included magnetometry and ground
penetrating radar surveys by David Staveley to the west of our open excavations.
Once again the excavations were supported by a good number of people who were
joined on some days by students from Brighton University and a group of students
from Wyoming, USA. The Young Archaeologists' Club (YAC) enjoyed their annual
visit to our site and contributed with much enthusiastic work. We also had a group of
seventeen people visit on Open Heritage Day. They were given a tour of the nearby
StWul frands Chur c hcasasonsw i Wak alsa a prigilege to lkeost a
visit by an Honorary Member and Past President, Fred Hamblin, shortly after his
100" birthday.

Training in archaeological techniques was a central feature ofthi s y ear 0s

excavations, with several members of the team being encouraged to use the

expertise gained at training dtesinterdedshatand dur
we create a more formal training regime during the 2015 session to enable members

to participate more fully when volunteering for work with other archaeological units.

The Society was involved in only one watching brief this year along the Ditchling
Road, Brighton and this represents the last project that will be formally allocated to
BHAS. New watching briefs will be passed to professional units only.

We were fortunate in being asked to do a small evaluation trench across Drove
Road, Woodingdean, when a new pathway was being laid. The aim being to
investigate the structure of this ancient track.

Attendance at our digs has been good. Excluding the attendance of the YAC and
the group from Wyoming ninety people have participated contributing nearly 1000
person days of volunteering.

A number of reports of previous projects by BHAS have come to light (two
fieldwalking projects at Halcombe Farm, Peacehaven and at Hollingbury, Brighton
and the examination of a possible capped well in Portslade. These reports have
been included as an appendix.

Post excavation activities have included finds washing, marking and cataloguing at

the ASE workshops in Portslade and at the Patcham Community Centre and

Patcham Methodist Church Hall. All of these post excavation processes have

proved popular with the BHAS field unit. (Once again we thank Archaeology South

East (ASE), the local professional Unit, who opened their doors and allowed BHAS

members to use their finds washing facilities and to complete the washing of all of

the pottery from this seasonbdés excavations.)

The BHAS bones team, led by Carol White, continued with the processing of all of

the bone materi al from the excavations, and
Newhaven.
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The Society is grateful to Maria Gardiner for organising a number of well attended
archaeological day schools including Environmental Archaeology (Mike Allen), Study
pf Human Bones (Paola Ponce) and Flintwork Analysis (Matt Pope).

Hard copies of this report are passed to Ms S. Roberts at Brighton and Hove

Planning Department, Casper Johnson, the County Archaeologist, Brighton

Museum, Barbican House, the East Sussex Records Office and the National

Monuments Records Office at Swindon. CD-Rom copies are produced by the
Societybébs Webmaster Mr Martin Devereux and
members and others who desire a copy.

John Skelton, 2015

BHAS Field Unit Notebook 2014 Page 5



Excavations a20 Xdbishngaeadn

Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society have been conducting excavations in Hog
Croft, Ovingdean, Sussex since 1999. The site appears to be a medieval manorial
complex with a substantial stone manor house with undercroft and evidence for
associated buildings in the form of large post holes and ditches contained in an area
bounded by earthwork banks. In 2014 evaluation excavations aimed to extend our
understanding of these additional buildings and the surrounding earthworks.

During these excavations about 35 additional postholes were discovered ranging
from large sub rectangular ones to smaller round ones and some of which formed
regular, linear arrays. However, there was insufficient evidence to attribute these to
any one building plan. In the occupation layer around the postholes medieval and
post medieval artefacts were discovered.

The trench sectioning the earthwork bank showed it to be of chalk construction and
covering a buried soil containing Saxon pottery and bone artefacts. A pit (1 m
diameter and 60 cm deep), a small gully and several postholes were cut into the
chalk below the buried soil.

Near what could be a terminus to the bank a short section of a loosely mortared flint
wall with associated flint tumble was discovered.

These findings strongly suggest that the medieval site overlies an earlier Saxon site.
It is possible that medieval activity has eroded the Saxon artefacts except where
they are protected under the earthworks and that many of the postholes throughout
the site are of Saxon origin. Further excavations are to be conducted.
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Introduction

A Written Scheme of Investigation for excavations in Hog Croft, Ovingdean was
submitted by BHAS to Brighton and Hove City Council in 2014 and it was approved
for excavation to start in April that year. This report gives preliminary observations
from the excavation. Further excavations have already started in Hog Croft to further
develop our understanding of the site based on these observations

Hog Croft is a field situatedtot he Nort h of St. Wul frands Chul
and it is believed to contain the remains of a medieval manorial complex dating from

at least 1200 AD. This site has been a frequent subject of geophysical investigation

and excavations by the Society between 1986 and 2009 (Ref. 1- 6). The 2014

excavation was designed to build on the previous findings. The objectives of the

2014 evaluation excavation included:-

a) Refine our understanding of the earthwork enclosure by cutting a section through
the north side of the rampart to determine the earliest phase of its construction
(trench A, Fig 2).

b) Establish the size and extent of the suspected timber framed building within the
complex (trenches B1, B2, Fig 2).

c) Confirm the location of a medieval dove-cote suggested in previous excavations
(trench C, Fig 2).

d) Establish the existence of walls in the north-east section of the complex (trench
D, Fig 2).

e) Confirm by test pitting the route and extent of the ditch considered to be the
boundary for a detached kitchen (trench E).

f) Examine the possible west entrance to the enclosure (trench F, Fig 2).

g) Examine a number of possible rubbish pits, noted in the geophysics, for dating
material (test pits G, Fig 2).

h) To better understand the extent and significance of the archaeology to inform
future management and protection of this site.

i) Provide facilities for public engagement in archaeology by providing training,
accommodating site visits and presenting talks to local interested parties.
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Location Map

Fig.1  Site of excavations in Hog Croft, Woodingdean
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b. Plan view

BHAS Field Unit Notebook 2014 Page 9



Archaeological Work Undertaken

All work was undertaken by members of BHAS and short term community volunteers
and students under the supervision of John Skelton (Site Director) or John Funnell
(Deputy Site Director).

There was some modification of the location of trenches and some extensions were
made in order to further explore features being revealed. In particular trench A
became a North-westwards linear extension of trench B1 and was renamed trench J.
This trench only extended to the midline of the earth bank. A further trench, H, was
cut between and perpendicular to trenches B1 and B2 in order to investigate the
possibility that this was the location of the end wall of the suspected structure.

These changes were made after consultation with the Assistant County
Archaeologist.

It transpired that there was insufficient time to start trenches G and F.

The terms of the WSI were otherwise complied with except in two areas. Firstly, it
proved impossible to relay turf after backfilling as the turf stacks had become
amalgamated due to root growth. The tenant farmer assisted with machine
backfilling and was in agreement that these stacks be pushed by machine over the
disturbed areas. Secondly, all photographs taken were in digital format (Canon
RAW and JPG) due to the difficulty of obtaining black and white film.

Site Plan

New excavations 2014
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Fig 5. PROPOSED EXCAVATIONS AT HOG CROFT FOR 2014

Fig.2 Plan of proposed trenches (2014 trenches in blue, previous trenches in
black)
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Preliminary Results

A large number of features were recorded during excavation mostly consisting of
cuts into the chalk bedrock, but also including cuts into the surrounding earthworks.
Fig. 3 shows a simplified plan of cuts into the chalk substratum.
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Fig.3  Simplified feature plan

The overlying strata was typically composed of a silty clay loam topsoil with very few
inclusions, under which was a layer of gravel of varying thickness but typically only a
few centimetres thick. The gravel was composed of a poorly sorted mixture of well
rounded flint pebbles and angular flint stones up to 5 cm in size. Below this was a
variable thickness of silty/sandy clay loam with abundant, poorly sorted inclusions of
flint (up to about 20 cm in size) and chalk (up to about 10 cm in size). A similar
context constituted the fill of most of the cuts into the chalk. There were some
exceptions and variations and these will be described and discussed in the final
report.

Artefacts recovered from the topsoil were

handled pocket knife to nails and pieces of roofing tile.
The gravel layer produced mixed finds but included green glazed pottery sherds,

beads, copper alloy objects, iron arrow heads, marine shell and small bones. Many
of these finds were spot dated as fAmedi
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The chalky, rubble layer produced a similar array of finds to the gravel layer except
that large pieces of bone were often found, mainly of pig, sheep and cow.

Very few datable artefacts were recovered from within postholes.

Trench B1 and H (Fig. 4)

The location of trench H was determined from a) the results of a small survey by
ground penetrating radar conducted by David Staveley and b) by the calculated
position of the next posthole in a North-westwards extension of the sequence of
postholes 548, 536 and 547 in trench B.

Trenches B1 and H revealed a number of postholes some of which formed a regular
linear array (542, 532, 533, 535, 540 and possibly 545, 608 and 610) (Photo. 1).
These postholes were typically about 50 x 60 cm, sub-rectangular with steep sides,
top and bottom breaks of slope vertical to sharp, bottoms flat and level and a
variable depth between 12 and 32 cm. Some of these postholes (540, 542 and 610)
were truncated to lesser or greater extents by small, shallow scoops or pits. Most of
these features had a fairly uniform fill of sandy clay loam with abundant chalk rubble
inclusions and occasional large flint nodules. This sequence of postholes constitutes
a linear array with a period of about 1.8 m.

Posthole 590 was unusually square with very sharp corners. Nearby were a small
number of stakeholes again of very square plan section. The fill of 590 included the
base of a bottle with a large punt similar to a modern wine or beer bottle.

Ditch 534 (believed to be contiguous with ditch 538 in trench B2) runs Southwest to
Northeast. Itis 90 to 120 cm wide with a base 60 to 70 cm wide and 32 cm deep
sloping gradually down to the Northeast. It is an irregular feature with breaks of
slope of top and bottom varying between imperceptible and sharp.

Feature 591 is a cut sloping East and disappearing under the baulks.

Feature 563 is a complex pit with a distinct stratigraphy in the fill and producing finds
spot dated to the post medieval period.

Posthole 574 is sub rectangular (about 40 cm x 45 cm) at the predicted location
consistent with being an extension of the sequence of postholes in trench B2.

Postholes 582, 599 and 577 are oval to circular in plan with vertical sides. 599 and

577 have adjacent or contiguous smaller, shallower circular cuts to the Northwest.
They do not lie on a straight line and are not regularly spaced.
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Fig. 4 Trench B1 and H
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Photo.1 Postholes 542, 532, 533, 535, 540 and ditch 534. Southwest is to the
top
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Trench B2 (Fig. 5)

Ditch 538 is a continuation of ditch 534 in trench B1, but is more regular in this
section being 90 cm wide at the top and 45 cm at the base which is 42 cm deep, flat
and sloping slightly to the Northeast.

Ditch 544 runs parallel to 538 about 1.25 m to the Southeast. It is cut by a shallow
gully entering from the East making a determination of its surface width difficult. It is
slightly deeper than 538 at 55 cm and the rising Northeast end appears to be the
start of the terminus. A deposit of baked daub was found in the bottom of this ditch
(Photo. 2).

Feature 560 appears to be the Northwest face of another ditch running Southwest to
Northeast, however, it is considerably deeper at 80 cm.

Postholes 548, 536 and 547 constitute a linear array in association with 574 (Trench
H) with a period of about 4 m. The postholes are typically about 50 x 60 cm, sub
rectangular with steep sides, top and bottom breaks of slope vertical to sharp,
bottoms flat and level and a variable depth between 26 and 40 cm.

Feature 546 is a shallow scoop or base of a pit.

0 5 Metres
_:_:i

Fig.5 Trench B2
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Photo. 2 Ditch with daub deposit.

Trench C (Fig. 6)

Just below the topsoil in trench C was an irregular layer of large flint nodules. No
discernible pattern was observed in the distribution of these flints and they did not
appear to correspond spatially to any features cut into the chalk.

A very complex chalk surface was revealed in Trench C. The dominant feature is a
Northwest facing slope, 630, dropping down 43 cm. Running parallel and to the
Southeast of this are a number of shallow (10 -12 cm) gullies, 12 -14 cm wide with a
shallow slope to the Northeast (624, 631 and 629).

623 is a curved edge dipping slightly to the Southeast.

Posthole 598 is very sharp and rectangular in plan with vertical sides and 32 cm
deep. Itis reminiscent of posthole 590.

Postholes 710 and 711 are sub circular in plan, about 27 cm in diameter and both
have a shallow (6 cm) truncating, sub rectangular cut to the Southeast side. 710 is
18 cm deep and 711 is 29 cm deep. Both have abrupt breaks of slope top and
bottom and near vertical sides.
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Fig.6 Trench C

Trench D (Fig. 7)

The upper layers of trench D revealed a mass of flint nodules apparently having
tumbled to the Northeast from a loosely mortared structure resembling a poorly built
wall. The flints were removed carefully in stages confirming the initial interpretation.
The flints were poorly ordered in the top layers of the wall but the lower two layers
were laid like cobbled surfaces with a layer of loam between them. The lowest layer
of flints was on top of a loam layer several centimetres thick laying over the chalk
bedrock (Photo. 4). There were a large number of features cut into the chalk, mainly
stake holes and shallow scoops. some of the stake holes formed a linear feature
running beneath the North-eastern edge of the wall (Photo. 5).

Posthole 647 was sub-circular with a diameter 22 - 27 cm and a depth of 16 cm with
an uneven base. The top break of slope was vertical to abrupt and bottom break of
slope abrupt to gradual.

Features 663 and 664 were a pair of sub-circular, intersecting post holes of about 30
cm diameter with 664 being to the southwest of 663 and extending under the wall of
the trench. The top break of slope was vertical to abrupt and the bottom break of
slope abrupt to gradual in both cases. The depth of both was 25 cm.

Posthole 666 was sub rectangular with very rounded corners about 43 cm SE to NW
and 50 cm SW to NE. Top and bottom breaks of slope varied greatly around the
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feature and the depth varied between 18 and 20 cm with a very irregular base. It
had possibly been re-cut several times.

Feature 709 was only partially revealed as it disappeared under the baulk. It was
also heavily truncated by a shallow scoop to the West. It was square (as revealed)
with sides 19 cm and depth of 17 cm with an irregular base. Top break of slope was
vertical to abrupt and bottom break of slope abrupt.

Running directly along the Southwestern edge of the trench was a shallow gully
(714) running from the North and terminating in what may be a small posthole (715)
after about 1.75 meters. (These features were under the cobbled layers of flints).
714 was 15 cm wide and had a variable depth of about 5 cm with an irregular base
sloping gently to the Northwest. The top and bottom breaks of slope varied
considerably from abrupt to gradual across the length of the feature.

The terminal posthole was sub circular with an approximate diameter of 23 cm and a
depth of 24 cm.

)
Chalk
Flint . \

O
Iron Stone 80

Mortar

*© BHAS/John Skelton

Photo.4 A "cobbled" surface in trench D.

BHAS Field Unit Notebook 2014 Page 17



3 - P
N / 712
P A2
! T
o9 — %,

et oemt w75 Stake Holes

1 g I (868)
| )

0 5 Metres

__d

Fig. 7b Trench D lower features (erratum 712 should be 714)

> © BHAS/John Skelton

Photo.5 Trench D. Southwest is to the top
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Trench E (Fig. 8)

The site of this 3 m x 3 m trench was relocated to the North of trench B2 and
revealed two large scoops and a large number of stakeholes of various sizes and
depths. No pattern was discernible in the layout of the stake holes but a few did
form short lengths of a linear nature. The two scoops or shallow pits, 628 and 632,
are irregular with an irregular base no more than 30 cm deep. The sides are
irregular with top and bottom breaks of slope from gradual to abrupt.
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Fig.8 Trench E Erratum 663 should read 632
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Trench J (Fig. 9)

Trench J was the most interesting trench as it cut the inner half of the enclosing
earthworks. A number of features were found that required extensions to this trench
producing an irregular shape.

At the highest point of the earthwork there was a covering of top soil and gravel over
a chalk bank made of large irregular chalk lumps. These were not laid in courses but
appeared to have been "dumped". About a third of the way down the inner side of
the bank this chalk dump was overlaid by a single layer of closely spaced, large, flint
nodules which extended some 5 m Southeast to the base of the bank. These flint
nodules were covered with topsoil and gravel. In places to the northeast side of the
trench some of these flints were mortared together and were several nodules deep
but they covered an area of less than 1 m? and did not form any recognisable
structural element. Cuts 604 (a posthole) and 605 (a pit or terminus of a ditch or
gully) intruded into the earthwork but did not penetrate for more than about 20 cm.

The chalk bank itself was about 60 cm deep at the Northwest end of the trench.
(Photo. 6) The chalk rubble and blocks overlaid a soil about 10 - 20 cm thick and
within this soil pottery sherds were found that were spot dated as mid to late Saxon.
Also within this context was a bone disc decorated with circle and dot motives and
again spot dated to the Saxon period.

Chalk (3%

N

D

Fiint |

Iron Stone

e
BRI
H

i

Mortar

vt

0 5 Metres

Fig. 9a Trench J upper contexts
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Photo. 6 Southeast facing section Photo. 7 Posthole 634, a complex
of the earthworks showing chalk cut.

block nature of the construction and

the buried soil.

All contexts overlaying the chalk were removed from most of this trench and this
revealed a large number of features cut into the chalk many of them underneath the
bank itself. In comparison to many of the postholes found in other trenches the post
holes in trench J tended to be smaller and more irregular with many being
double/triple or complex postholes (596, 612, 614, 634, 645, 699, 701) (Photo. 7).
Several of the features were relatively shallow with depths less than 10 cm (606,
611, 613, 633).

Feature 646 was a particularly well defined posthole, circular with almost vertical
breaks of slope, top and bottom.

Posthole 645 was one of the few postholes to contain flint packing.

Postholes 699 and 614 and 607,to the extent that it was excavated, appear to form a
small but precise linear group with equal spacing.

The most interesting feature in this area was a large pit , 649. (Photo. 8) This sub
oval feature was about 1 m x 0.8 m and 0.52 to 0.55 m deep and resembled a
storage pit. A small amount of bone was found in the bottom fill of the pit. There was
evidence that the fill had been cut into by a smaller pit or posthole and within this cut
a larger quantity of bone was found. The pit was truncated by a shallow gully, 672,
30 cm wide and 10 cm deep, running approximately SW to NE across the entire
width of the trench.
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Fig. 9b Trench J base

Photo. 8 Pit 649 and post hole 646 looking vertically. Northeast is to the top.
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Registered Finds

Twenty five registered finds were made including a bodkin type arrowhead, several
buckles, several crude beads, a small copper alloy decorative stud, a broken purse
bar, several flint loom weights, a whetstone and a crude bone disc thought to be a
gaming piece (Photos. 9a - 9e, selected items).

Photos 9a - 9e (© BHAS/John Skelton)
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Preliminary Conclusions

There are a large number of archaeological features that are cut into the chalk that
have survived remarkably well despite the relatively shallow depth of the overlying
burden. This is presumably because of the absence of ploughing in Hog Croft within
recorded history. There is also a variety of features including ditches, postholes,
stakeholes and pits of various forms. In particular the postholes show a wide variety
of shape, depth and morphological complexity. There is, however, a paucity of
artefacts within these cut features making dating them difficult. The exceptions were
a feature cut into trench H which produced post medieval artefacts and the buried
soil beneath the chalk earthworks which produced Saxon pottery. Also, the
presence of features cut into the chalk below the buried soil strongly suggests that
these are also of Saxon origin. It would appear that the medieval settlement has
occurred at the site of previous Saxon settlement.

There appears to be a change in morphology of the postholes as one moves from
the Southeast of the excavation to the Northwest. In the Southeast the postholes
tend to be large and rectangular but in the Northwest they are smaller and round or
complex. It cannot be ruled out that this reflects different phases of activity with
medieval features to the Southeast and Saxon features to the Northwest.

The nature of this evaluation excavation makes it difficult to assign any of the
features to a ground plan of a particular structure or building. The presence of some
mortar amongst some of the flints overlaying the bank and the regular laying of flints
in trench D does suggest the presence of structures within the areas explored even if
they are only crudely built walls. However, the large number of postholes revealed
suggest either a few larger buildings or a greater number of smaller buildings. In
either case they are a good indication of substantial settlement activity. There is no
convincing evidence that there is a dovecote in the vicinity of trench C or that the
"kitchen" ditch is associated with a kitchen.

The registered finds support the findings of settlement activity made by previous
excavations. The presence of a possible bone gaming piece amongst Saxon pottery
suggests domestic and leisure activity, whilst arrowheads, a whetstone, loom
weights and buckles amongst the medieval finds suggest a mixed economy,
defended settlement. Obviously, these are tentative suggestions at this stage. The
lack of Saxon artefacts outside of the buried soil may be explained by the shallow
soil in this area. If any Saxon artefacts remained on the future medieval site they
would have been eroded away by occupation activity on the thin soil rather than
being buried, except where the earthworks were laid down. It remains a possibility
that, if medieval building activity was confined to the manorial complex Saxon
artefacts may still be found outside of the earthworks.
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Further Work Required for Preparation of Final Report

All registered and bulk finds have still to be analysed and reported upon by relevant
experts. There are ninety evaluation soil samples to be analysed by flotation and
sieving and there is at least one bone sample (from pit 649) suitable for radiocarbon
dating analysis. Further excavations are currently underway exploring the earthwork
terminus and any structures associated with it. It is anticipated that it will be several
years before a final report is submitted which will incorporate all previous
excavations by BHAS.
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Appendix

Plans and section drawings from the Ovingdean excavations 2014 with section
drawing locations highlighted in red.

Fig 4. Trenches B1 and H

Fig 5. Trench B2

Fig 6. Trench C

Fig 7. Trench D

Fig 8. Trench E

Fig 9. Trench J (Upper level features)

Fig 9B. Trench J (Lower levels)

Fig 10. Trench J section drawings

Figll. Trench D section drawings

Fig 12. Ditch and pit section drawings

Fig 13. Post hole section drawings and profiles

Fig 14. Post holes and gully section drawings and profiles
Fig 15. Profile of ditch and post holes in trenches B1 and B2
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A Community Project at Whitehawk
Encl o201 4

Introduction

In early 2014 a community project focused around the Neolithic causewayed
enclosure at Whitehawk won a Heritage Lottery grant of about £99,000. The project
consisted of Archaeology South East (ASE), a part of UCL, and based at Portslade,
Brighton Museum and the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society. Several
meetings had been held with regards the project during the previous two years, with
ASE being the leading partner in the scheme.

The winning of the award meant that a project based on Whitehawk Hill could
commence. It was to consist of several enterprises centred around the known
archaeology and a research and study of the lands around the Scheduled Ancient
Monument. The project started in May of 2014.

The Community Project
The Geophysical Survey

In May a team consisting of members of ASE and volunteers from BHAS conducted
a major magnetometry survey at Whitehawk Hill. Training in the use of
magnetometry equipment and experience in the downloading of the data was also
given by ASE. A total of 6 members of BHAS participated in the event. The lands
surveyed included all of the accessible lands north of the Manor Hill road and part of
the actual Brighton race course. Large sections of lands to the south of the Manor hill
road were also surveyed, including accessible section of the Ancient Scheduled
monument and the run off area at the south end of the race course.

A training session was held at Portslade at the ASE offices and the results confirmed
that there was excessive metal interference from the surrounding area, but a number
of potential Anomalies were identified.

The Museum Finds Sessions

During the summer members of the Brighton public along with volunteers from BHAS

attended numerous sessions at Brighton museum. The team guided by Richard Le

Saux and Andrew Maxted examined the finds fr
excavations and began to repackage the finds into modern containers. The team

also pack the original finds bags as they are now in themselves archaeological

artefacts. It also gave people the opportunity to handle and see the items now stored

away in the museum vaults.
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The Whitehawk Hill Excavations

In August 2014 a major series of excavations were undertaken at Whitehawk Hill.
The main trench was located immediately south and west of the television mast (Fig
1.). The west facing trench was a considerable size and it became clear that the
public volunteers were not going to have too much impact over the two week span of
the excavation. Several sections were cut across the site in various locations to try
and seek Neolithic features. Unfortunately the digging revealed only geological
features. Finds from the dig included a few struck flint flakes, a number of pieces of
fire-cracked flint, some oysters and lots of 19" century debris probably associated
with rubbish tipping.

Several other trenches were also cut on the other side of the hill, to the west and
north of the television mast, but again found only geological features and very few
finds of prehistoric date (Fig 2.)

Fig 1. The west facing trench.

A pair of trenches were cut on the north side of the Manor Hill road and close to the
side of the race course. A number of linear features had been observed in the
geophysics but these proved to be either geological or modern features.
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The Conclusions and Legacy of the Project

The excavations while not revealing new Neolithic activities did prove that additional
ditches and banks suspected at by earlier works were not in the area excavated. The
geophysics was sadly affected by the environment and time and financial restrictions
did not allow for additional investigations. However, on the positive side members of
the BHAS did manage to handle and repack all of the finds from the original
excavations. It was an extremely useful exercise with BHAS involved and
encouraging other members of the Brighton public to become involved in
archaeology. It is hoped that a result of the project will be an increase in BHAS
membership.

s N

St -
sites

Fig 2. Digges on on of east facing

Other aspects of the project included a number of talks by Jon Sygrave of ASE at
various locations. BHAS also presented a number of talks and made visits to local
community groups, museums and schools. The highlight of the project was an open
day held in late August on Whitehawk Hill and organised by Hilary Orange of ASE.
Groups from around the area presented displays on archaeology, nature and other
local activities including allotments and orchards. Dr Matt Pope even brought up a
road Kill deer and skinned and butchered the carcass using only flint tools. Other
environmental projects were organised by Paul Gorringe, a countryside ranger from
Brighton and Hove City Council.

One final positive action was the installation on Whitehawk Hill of a notice board

illustrating the archaeology and ecology of Whitehawk Hill. This is something that the
Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society has lobbied for over many years. It is now
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a reality and the people of the area and Brighton are now aware of what a nationally
important site they have in their lands.

A full report on the project is being prepared by Jon Sygrave at ASE.
Acknowledgements

The author would like to thank Jon Sygrave and Hilary Orange and the services of
ASE for applying for the HLF grant and organising the event, to Brighton Museum
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BRIGHTON AND HOVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Test Trench

ADDRESS:- Dr ove Road, Woodingdean
DATES OF EXCAVATION:- 4 May 2015

BHAS OFFICERS CONDUCTING EXCAVATION:- J.Skelton, J.Funnell, Paula
Cohen, David Cuthbertson.

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION
Site Location i (Approx TQ 34614 05808)

Historical Background i Drove Road, Woodingdean is part of Juggs Road, a pre
1770 route from Brighton to Lewes which was used predominantly to transport
fisherman's catch. The route may have its origins in prehistoric times as a ridgeway
and the discovery of a small horde of Roman coins nearby at Newmarket Hill
(Shields, 2005) has led to the suggestion that it may have been a Roman Road.

Geology T The geology of the area is predominantly a bedrock of upper chalk,
partially overlain by clay-with-flints.

The Test Trench T A small test trench, 0.95m x 1.6m, was dug down to chalk
bedrock along the track 0.4m from the North edge. At this point the track is 2.8m
wide. It was not possible cut through the edge of the track as the edging boards had
already been laid by the contractors. The trench was dug by machine under
archaeological supervision and then finished by hand trowelling ready for recording
(Photo 1). The machined spoil was searched for artefacts.

The depth of soil at this point was about 30 cm and had frequent inclusions of large
flint and chalk nodules, moderate large brick fragments and occasional small slate
fragments. The inclusions were well mixed through the entire depth except that
there was some suggestion of a more dense layer of brick about 20cm above the
chalk surface (Photo 2 and 3).

The Finds i There was no evidence that any of the finds were anything but
"modern"”.

There were six nails, one possible knife blade, four fragments of tile, six pottery
sherds, three glass fragments, one shell fragment, one slate fragment and one
"souvenir" spoon (Photo 4).

Conclusions.

There was no evidence of a pre-modern constructed surface over the chalk bedrock
and no artefacts of pre-modern age.
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Photo 3 Detail East facing section
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Wat ching Brief along@OtlMe Ditchl in

Introduction

In early 2014 Brighton and Hove City Council decided to create a new cycle/walking
lane along the north section of Ditchling Road. The track ran from east of the
Woodbourne garage up to Old Boat corner, which is the junction with Coldean Lane.
The route had been the subject of a desk top survey by Chris Butler and the CBAS
group and a report had been submitted to Brighton and Hove City Council Planning
Department. Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society became aware of the project
on their way to a Local Access Forum meeting and had raised the issue with BHCC
representatives at that meeting. It appeared that the work had commenced without
any recourse for archaeological investigation. As the work was already underway
BHAS were asked by County Hall to step in and conduct a watching brief along the
complete length of the route. The cycle and walkway was about 2 metres in width
and was cut along the whole length of the road, running parallel to the main road.
The walkway was created by removing the top soil with a machine digger, but the
maximum cut into the surface was only 150mm in depth.

History

The Ditchling Road has quite an interesting archaeological profile and a number of

finds have been revealed along the route taken by the path. Field walking of the

fields at the north end of the route, close to the location of the bridge that goes over

the A27, produced Neolithic and Bronze Age flint work, but nothing of any great

concentration (Funnell 2001). However, Bronze Age settlements have been found a

short distance east and west of the Ditchling Road at Downsview and Patcham

Fawcett School (Rudling). The site of a Bronze Age barrow was excavated in the

19506 s on the east side of the Ditchling Road
Yeates), and during the creation of bunding opposite the Woodbourne garage a

possible Iron Age round house was recorded (Funnell 2002).

The Ditchling Road has produced a number of Roman finds including a corn drying

oven and pottery, but any settlement is still awaiting detection. A series of trenches

were cut along a field to the east of the Ditchling Road in 1991 looking for the site,

but nothing was found. It is possible that this Roman site was destroyed when the

Ditchling Roadwasre-r out ed i n the 192006s. Geophysics ¢
BHAS on the open lands to the east of the Woodbourne garage highlighted a

number of features which may be Iron Age (Funnell). The Ditchling Road is highly

likely to be an ancient trackway leading from Brighton, to the hill-forts at Hollingbury

and Ditchling Beacon and an Iron Age landscape was recorded in the early part of

the 20™ century (Toms).

The Watching brief account has been recorded in a diary of the visits to the
development over a period of several months.
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The Ditchling Road Watching Brief Diary

Thursday 27" February 2014 i John Skelton and the author met with Abbey Hone
of Brighton and Hove City Council and the contractors on site at Ditchling Road. The
visit included a short survey of the area already uncovered and it found plenty of
modern materials, glass, tile and brick lying in the bunding already created. The
ground was waterlogged and very smeary. There were lots of cinder fragments
about suggesting that there was an earlier pathway beneath the grass. The
contractors were only digging to a depth of about 150mm maximum (Fig 1.)

Fig 1. The South section being removed

Monday 3™ March 2014 i The contractors were creating a bank on the west side of
the pathway and a small bund to the east. They had not extended the area as yet. A
survey of the length of excavated soil noted more of the cinder surface, smears of
chalk, but no really distinct features. The road bank on the east drops down onto the
road and then there is a dramatic drop down to the hill to the west. It does look at
this point as if the road has been raised and levelled. The contractors mentioned
about an earlier cinder pathway that had been builtinthe 192 06 s ( Fi g 2) .
finds of contemporary materials gl ass,
jar. Nothing has been found from antiquity as yet.
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Fig 2. The Cinder Path

Sunday 9th March 2014 7 The contractors had now moved northwards up to and
about 80 metres beyond the sign post for the sharp left bend. The ground now has a
linear division with a darker layer to the west and more chalk to the east. There were
a couple of pockets containing stone wares and broken glass fragments which are
probably small Victorian rubbish dumps. The contactors had dug some drainage
ditches, but had backfilled them with rubble before BHAS arrived, so it was too late
to record any depth. The shallow excavation is revealing some potential pits, but in
most cases these were only smears which when excavated were not to any great
depth.

Wednesday 12" March 2014 i A BHAS watching brief team consisting of J.Funnell,
J.Skelton, J.MacGregor, F.Briscoe, M.Funnell, S.Preferment and B.Collins visited the
work at Ditchling Road on the above date.

The new members were given a brief insight into the watching brief process, with
particular reference to health and safety matters and working alongside heavy
machinery. The safe working distance from any working machinery was emphasised
as was the wearing of steel toecap boots and high visibility vests.

The team checked along the already created shared path examining the new
bunding created and looking for finds. The majority of finds was porcelain and china,
possibly associated with Victorian dumping or fly tipping. Two struck flint flakes were
recovered and they both had a grey patination.
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At the end of the current section being worked the topography of the roadway was
explained to members of the watching brief team, along with the potential for Bronze
Age and Roman remains as the pathway moved northwards.

Week beginning 16" March - Members of the BHAS team conducted various visits
to the site, a few flint flakes were found and some contemporary finds but nothing
ancient.

Tuesday 1% April 2014 i BHAS members J.Funnell, J.Skelton, K.Skelton and
M.Gardiner visited the site. Nothing of any significance was found.

This section is on the north facing slope and on the west side of the road opposite
the small car park. An examination of the cleared areas noted a number of possible
features. John Skelton excavated one feature down to chalk and found a mixture of
contemporary finds including several nails and a copper alloy object, but nothing of
antiquity. Another area was investigated and also came down to chalk after only a
few centimetres. It appeared to be a feature created by tree roots, as a tree lay
immediately west of the feature.

A number of flint flakes were collected from the disturbed soil, including one nice
Neolithic item with a white patination.

Thursday 3" April i Fran Brisoe and J.Funnell visited the site, but the new section
had already been covered over, so it was just a quick look among the soil lumps.
Finds included a pair of flint cores.

Thursday 10" April i John Skelton and Suzanne Preferment visited the site and
recovered 3 pieces of Iron Age pottery

Thursday 24™ April T J.Funnell visited the site which is now in the valley bottom.
They were digging a drain through into the field to the west. There was quite a
complex stratigraphy but all very disturbed and from the finds in the layers they are
quite modern, possibly Second World War? There was a loamy soil, with lots of red
tile and then a dark layer of ash and burning. Under this was a thin layer of compact
chalk, before coming down onto a lower loamy layer. The bottom surface had a
possible ditch running north/south but with plenty of surface finds of modern material
including glass. The contractors had also cut through a wall adjacent to the road,
which appears to be modern with breeze block construction. An examination of the
very mixed removed soil produced one single struck flake, some blue and white
modern ceramics and single sherd of East Sussex Ware pottery.

April and Early May 2014 - During the period of late April and early May the
construction team at Ditchling Road were creating the drains in the valley bottom and
then opening up the next section working northwards, up the hill towards the A27.
BHAS did miss monitoring this section as they were away working on a community
project at Whitehawk Hill.

Thursday 22" May i A visit was made to site and an area of about 50 metres was
inspected of a section that climbed the hill towards Old Boat corner. Sadly the area
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was being used by a dumper truck to transport materials, it was very compacted.
There were no signs of features and an inspection of the bunds recovered no finds.

A new section of about 100 metres going over the hill and down towards Old Boat
corner had been cleared and this was examined. There were a number of features
but the large amount of clay and large flints clearly indicated that these features were
solution hollows, geological features. Despite this there was an examination of the
features. The finds form the day included a single piece of fire-cracked flint, 2 struck
flint flakes with a grey patination, some oyster and scallop shell and a single sherd of
East Sussex Ware pottery. Other finds included Victorian ceramics and flower pot
(Fig 3.)

Fig 3. Shallow features in the north Section
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