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Introduction  
 
This year The BHAS Field Unit was led by the new archaeological secretary Pete 
Tolhurst. He took over from John Skelton who stood down, but who continues as a 
member of the field unit, with responsibility for the photographic recording. John is also 
very adept at creating 3D images of features. The season commenced with some field 
walking at Perching, in very cold and damp conditions, but a good number turned out 
despite the weather.  
 
In April the field unit returned to Rocky Clump and the south field large enclosure. Some 
of the soil was removed using a machine, but a large section also had to be dug by 
hand. The site is producing late Iron Age pottery, and some very interesting features. 
 
BHAS outreach continued with a good number of visits to local schools with our Stone 
Age finds and presentation. BHAS also took two groups of school children on a visit to 
the Neolithic Causewayed enclosure at Whitehawk Hill. The outreach team were also at 
Michelham in May with their collections of finds for handling. The outreach team were 
also working down at Brighton museum and in the later part of the year were marking 
finds for the professional unit of Archaeology South East. This was on material from 
excavations that lacked funding. 
 
The 5 girls from Roedean School continued working with the BHAS team until the end 
of the spring term. In May the girls presented a display at Roedean School about their 
activities. Unfortunately due to lack of resources and membership support this project 
will not continue. We have to rely on too few people and the support of ASE which we 
cannot guarantee.  
 
There were some geophysics conducted this year with a survey at Preston Manor. The 
survey produced some very interesting anomalies. The very busy schedule of 
excavations at Rocky Clump did mean that the team were unable to conduct more 
geophysics at Beacon Hill, but BHAS did conduct a small excavation on the hill and two 
watching briefs, in January and December. 
 
The excavations at Rocky Clump produced some very interesting features and finds, 
and over 90 people participated in BHAS activities in 2018. The Rocky Clump 
excavation brought in a good number of younger people, most seeking experience with 
regards possible degree courses at Universities. The digging also brought in a good 
number of people from Surrey, and even an enquiry from Essex. 
 
There was training in the use of the total station, section drawing and planning. Most of 
the team are encouraged to use the archaeological passport, a useful document for 
those contemplating a career in archaeology. A number of the team joined the ranks of 
professional archaeology, joining up with Paul Wilkinson and the SWAT team working 
on the large expanse at Peacehaven. It was in that location that BHAS found a number 
of Neolithic axes when field walking in 2003. 
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Post excavation activities have included finds washing, marking and cataloguing and 
these events have been supported by a number of archaeological day schools. All of 
these post excavation processes have proved popular with the BHAS field unit. This 
season up to 26 people attended each finds processing sessions held at the ASE 
workshops in Portslade and at the Patcham Community Centre, with all of the 
appropriate finds being both washed and marked.  
 
Once again Archaeology South East (ASE), the local professional Unit, opened their 
doors and allowed BHAS members to use their finds washing facilities and complete the 
washing of all of the pottery from this seasons excavations. BHAS members also 
assisted A.S.E. with the marking of finds from excavations they conducted at Chichester 
and Hardham. 
 
The BHAS bones team, lead by Carol White, continue with the processing of all of the 
bone material from the excavations, and this is conducted at Carolôs home at 
Newhaven. 
 
Some watching briefs were conducted at Beacon Hill and Woodingdean, and some 
members of the team joined up with CBAS and their excavations at Hangleton, close to 
the site of the medieval village. Unfortunately the team were not allowed to work on any 
medieval houses, but only on post holes and features on the periphery of the site. 
Details about this excavation can be obtained from CBAS (Chris Butler Archaeological 
Services). 
 
 
Hard copies of the BHAS Field Notebook are now passed to Barbican House library, the 
East Sussex Records Office at The Keep, and the National Monuments Records Office 
at Swindon. CD-Rom copies are produced by the Societyôs web master Mr Martin 
Devereux and are made available to the field unit members and others who desire a 
copy. CD copies are passed to Ms L.Johnson at Brighton and Hove Planning 
Department, Greg Chuter, the County Archaeologist, and Brighton Museum,  
 
 
John Funnell 15th December 2018 
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Introduction  
 
A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for excavations at Rocky Clump, Stanmer Park 
was submitted by Brighton & Hove Archaeological Society (BHAS) to the County 
Archaeologist (Greg Chuter) and Brighton and Hove City Council in 2018 and it was 
approved for the excavation to start in April that year.   
 
It was in April of 2018 that the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society returned to 
Rocky Clump after 4-year break while excavating a Saxon and medieval site at 
Ovingdean. Rocky Clump has been under investigation with various excavations taking 
place since 1947. There have been a number of publications about the various digs, 
with one booklet entitled óRocky Clump; a forgotten shrineô (Gorton) which was later 
revised and published in the Sussex Archaeological Collections (Gilkes). John Funnell 
led the excavations from 1991 to 2013 and a number of his reports have been published 
in the BHAS Field Notebooks since 1999 (Funnell) and are accessible on the BHAS 
website. 
 
The 2018 season of excavations were led by new site director Pete Tolhurst. He was 
ably assisted by a number of the BHAS field unit members including Carol White, John 
Funnell, John Skelton, Mark Gillingham and Stefanie Freiling. During the season over 
60 different people participated in the digging with a number coming from both Sussex 
and Surrey. There was also a considerable number of younger people joining the dig, in 
anticipation of possible university placements and associated archaeological subjects.  
 
The excavation days were Wednesdays and Saturdays with one complete week of 
digging in August. The season experienced exceptionally good weather throughout the 
year and was generally well supported. Training has been an important feature on site, 
particularly in the use of the Total Station and surveying. Other training included the 
taking of soils samples, section drawing and completing context sheets. 
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Archaeological History  
 
The early excavations at Rocky Clump were conducted by Walter Gorton and Charlie 
Yeates and these excavations are now referred to as Phase 1. The excavations 
conducted between 1991 and 2011, were by John Funnell and Norman Phippard, are 
now referred to as Phase II. The excavation report for 1992 ï 2011 has not been 
published as the BHAS are still awaiting specialist reports regarding the coin and glass 
finds (Funnel forthcoming). In 2012 the excavation moved from the field north of the 
copse of trees called Rocky Clump to the field south of the trees. The new excavation 
area is now termed phase III. 
 
From 2011 to 2013 BHAS excavated the north and west ends of a large rectangular 
enclosure, which had been revealed during a previous geophysics survey (Fig 1.)  

 
The first season in the south field uncovered the junction of 2 very large ditches running 
east/west and north/south. The ditches were over 3 metres in width and nearly 2 metres 
in depth. The BHAS field unit returned in 2012 and opening a new óLô shaped trench 
revealed more of the upper east/west ditch and more of the lower east/west and middle 
east/west ditches. A section of the west ditch was also excavated. Among the finds that 
season was a baby burial found in the upper east/west ditch. A number of other 
ephemeral features were also revealed including a platform at the lower, south end of 
the trench, and a possible causeway across the middle east/west ditch. 
 
In 2013 a new trench was opened between the areas investigated the previous 2 
seasons. The new area revealed another ditch cut into the earlier ditches, so postdating 
them, and a linear wall running east/west comprised of large flint nodules (Fig 2.). 
Another important find was a second baby burial, but this time the burial was in a small 
pit, away from the ditches. Along with the baby burial another interesting find was that of 
ring made from silver twisted wire, with large silver balls at the ends, looking very similar 
to a miniature torc. This was found in the lower east/west ditch. This find was examined 
by the British Museum.  
 
The object of the 2018 excavations was to investigate the central section of the 
enclosure, and the east end. The geophysics suggested that a set of ditches at the east 
end could prove to be a complicated entrance into the enclosure. The enclosure, with 
such large ditches, was a major undertaking, and would have some important purpose. 
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Location Map   
 
Rocky Clump (TQ 328 101) is the site of a Romano-British farmstead situated in a 
small plantation in Stanmer Park, on an East-West ridge to the North of a dry chalk 
stream running down into Stanmer Village. It is surrounded by fields, in an area 
known as Patchway, which were formerly arable but are currently pasture. It is so 
called because the clump of trees at the top of the hill contains some sarsen stones.  
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According to the British Geological Survey Map (1:50,000 scale) the bedrock is 
Newhaven Chalk formation occasionally overlain by deposits of clay with flints and 
with Head deposits of clay, silt, sand and gravel in the valley bottom. 

 

 

 
 
Rocky Clump Location                             Photo: Google Earth  
 
  



 
Page 9 of 127 

Archaeological Work Undertaken: The 2018 Excavations  
 
The location of the new trench was measured in from measurements taken at the end of 
2013. A member of the ASE field unit came to the site and with their GPS system set 
out accurate grid pegs, and a number of TBM pegs for recording. The trench size was 
20 metres square 
 
On April 10th 2018 BHAS hired a JCB to remove some of the top soil. It was decided to 
remove the soil from the upper/north section of the trench using the machine. A number 
of grid marker posts were set out in the new trench for recording at 6 metre intervals 
going north/south and east/west. The trench was allocated grid numbers (Fig 3.) but 
only a few of the grid numbers were used during excavation. 
 
During the digging season a number of new edges were created by hand to consolidate 
the sections and make the excavation trench neater and tidier. The site director Pete 
Tolhurst decided each session which areas were to be investigated. Context numbers 
were issued to new features as they were revealed (Fig 3a.). 
 
The excavations commenced at the west end of the site, working down from the north 
edge of the trench. This face had already been squared off and tidied up. Eventually the 
upper east/west ditch was exposed. This ditch was running at a slight angle and while 
the complete width was exposed at the west end, it gradually disappeared into the baulk 
at the east end with the final 6 to 7 metres not being exposed at all. 
 
As the soil removal moved slowly down the slope a range of features began to appear. 
A number of pits and post holes were revealed, and also a rough, linear arrangement of 
flints, just south of the upper east/west ditch (Fig 4). The chalk surface in this location 
was not solid or firm, and had a loose rubble feel to it.  
 
As the excavation progressed southwards a number of other post holes were uncovered 
together with another linear arrangement of flints running parallel to the upper east/west 
ditch. This arrangement of flints was anticipated, being a continuation of the line of flints 
found in 2013. The ówallô was confirmed as continuing in an easterly direction. This 
feature terminated about 7 metres east of the new trench west baulk. 
 
During the season the excavations moved eastwards, exposing a complex set of 
features, including the anticipated pair of east ditches, noted in the geophysics. The 
new area included a number of large post holes. The ditch furthest to the east was 
called the lower north/south ditch, and proved to be larger and deeper than the inner 
east ditch called the upper north/south ditch. It soon became obvious that both ditches 
could not have been opened at the same time, as they were too close together.  
 
The lower north/south ditch terminated before reaching the upper east/west ditch, while 
the upper north/south ditch terminated in the south at a large solution hollow. This ditch 
curved slightly westwards at the south end, towards the natural feature. 
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It was noticeable that the surface east of the north/south ditches was very hard and 
compact and looked as natural chalk should look. The surface to the west of the 
north/south ditches was quite disturbed, with an over layer of loose chalk rubble. This 
disturbed surface was over the whole area exposed, down to the east/west flint ówallô. 
On completion of the excavation the whole of the upper area was planned (Figs 5 & 5a.) 
 

 
The middle east/west ditch and the lower east/west ditch were also revealed by a 
number of small test trenches, the purpose of which were to confirm their locations. One 
test trench revealed the middle east/west ditch and another test trench showed that this 
ditch appeared to terminated before it linked up with the upper north/south ditch. 
 
The upper north/south ditch was revealed in a 1 metre wide test trench running 
east/west. Once the location of this ditch was known another test trench further south 
uncovered the junction of the upper north/south ditch and the lower east/west ditch. This 
area of excavation noted that the lower east/west ditch actually curved to the north and 
continued as the lower north/south ditch. An earlier test trench had revealed a 
continuation of the lower east/west ditch, which continues past the junction with the 
lower north/south ditch, but as a much smaller, and shallower, feature. This difference in 
ditch size could be observed in the geophysical images. The upper east/west ditch and 
lower east/west ditches do continue eastwards into the baulk, and out into the field, but 
they diminish in size as they progress eastwards. 
 
It was towards the end of the season that while excavating a 2-metre-wide section of 
the lower north/south ditch that interesting variations occurred. A section of this ditch 
continued downwards, passing through the ditch and continuing deeper into the bedrock 
chalk. At first it was considered that we could have found a well, and the settlement 
water source, but this feature eventually bottomed out. The bottom section of this large 
pit was only partially excavated, the area being left for further investigation in 2019. 
 
A small area measuring 3 metres square, and located above the lower east/west ditch, 
was de-turfed and used for a YAC visit. There was very little top soil removed by the 
young diggers and this open area will be part of the 2019 excavation.   
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The Ditch sections (Fig 3a)  
 
The Upper East/West ditch section Contexts 513/591 (Fig 7).  
 
This ditch section was located at the west end of the ditch. The length of the section 
was 2 metres. The ditch proved to be over 70 centimetres in depth and 1.4 metres wide. 
It was a óvô shape and had a narrow gully running along the base of the ditch. 
The fills were recorded in section and proved to have a number of re-cuts. During the 
excavation it did appear that the ditch had slightly terraced edges, but this later proved 
to be a very compact layer of chalk. The upper fills, contexts 513 and 540, consisted of 
large flint nodules and a darker, silty loam soil. Most of the pottery and bone finds came 
from within these upper fills including a deposit consisting of flint, stone, tile and an 
upturned sheepôs skull. This was removed sequentially for further investigation (see 
below). It was at the lower junction of fill contexts 553/572 that the baby burials were 
found. One burial was at the west end close to the baulk with, a second baby burial a 
little further to the east. 
 

 
 

Upper East/West ditch -Structured deposit? Photo: BHAS  
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Upper East/West ditch section Context 513. Photo: BHAS  
 
 

The Upper East/West ditch section Context 521 (Fig 7.)  
 
This section of the upper east/west ditch measured 1 metre in length and had similar 
fills to ditch section contexts 513/591. The only exception to this was that the upper, 
dark, silty fill had fewer large flint nodules in its constituents.  
 

 
 
The Upper East/West ditch Section Contexts 556/585 (Fig 3a)  
 
This ditch section measured 2.7 metres in length. The section had vestiges of the re-cut 
found at the west end of this ditch, with a terracing comprising of compact chalk loam. 
The lower layer of dark, silty loam produced copious amounts of black burnished 
pottery, among a collection of large flint nodules. Unfortunately, due to the season 
coming to a close, the ditch was never fully excavated to its full depth. The north edge 
of this section disappeared in to the north baulk, while the south section was an 
irregular shape with a very disturbed face, and a collection of either stake holes or root 
action holes. A small gully ran from the south edge of the ditch southward towards 
another collection of óstakeô holes and a disturbed area. 

 
The Upper East West ditch: East End Contexts 538/543 (F ig 3a & 6.)  
 
The east end of the upper east/west ditch was only partially excavated as the ditch, at 
this location, disappeared into the north baulk. This last section was still excavated 
down to natural depth but the bottom was never reached and revealed only part of the 
south wall face. The fill was of a light chalky loam. The junction of the upper east/west 
ditch, and the upper north/south ditch, was sectioned (Fig 6.) to determine whether any 
chronological sequence could be observed by features cutting features. Sadly, the 
section revealed a general back fill with no evidence for sequence.  
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The Lower North/South Ditch (Fig 3a.)  
 
The lower section of the Lower North/South Ditch Contexts 516/517 (Fig 9.)  
 
The lower north/south ditch was so named as it emanated from the top of the lower 
East/west ditch going northwards. The lower north/south ditch was sectioned in 2 
locations. The lower section measured 2 metres in length (Fig 3a). The ditch at that, 
location was 1 metre in width and 45 ï 55 cms in depth. The ditch had a flat base, which 
bottomed out on the east side at its maximum depth. A platform had been created at a 
depth of 30-35 cm on the west side indicated the location of a later re-cut. The upper fill 
contained a number of large flint nodules, while the lower fills consisted mainly of chalky 
loam. This ditch was smaller than the upper and lower east/west ditches.  

 

 
Lower North/South ditch looking South.  Photo: BHAS  

 
 

The upper section of the Lower  North/South Ditch Contexts 509/510 (Fig 10.)  
 
A second section was cut through the lower north/south ditch a metre north of contexts 
516/517 to investigate a new section of the same ditch. The final north section of this 
ditch, which included the terminus, was not excavated this season. 
Section 509/510 had similar upper fills of chalky loams and produced numerous finds of 
pottery and bone. As excavation progressed downwards into the section the width of the 
ditch gradually became wider until it was realized that the ditch had been cut through a 
large pit. The sections of the ditch were drawn and the lower fills revealed finds of 
several sheep skulls, all visible in section. The large pit continued downwards.  
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Lower North/South ditch with Inverted Sheep Skull. Photo: BHAS  
 

 
 
The Upper North/South Ditch: Upper/Middle Sections Context 566 (Fig 3a & 6)  
 
The method of investigation for the upper north/south ditch was similar to the other 
ditches with various sections being cut along the length. The upper section had already 
been investigated, as part of the junction with the upper east/west ditch. This upper 
section proved that the smaller north/south ditch was only 65 cm in width and a shallow 
20 cm in depth (Fig 6.) As the upper north/south ditch continued southwards it gradually 
became wider, with the fills more complex (Fig 6a). The sides of the ditch in context 566 
were very smooth and had an almost puddled texture. There were also numerous 
óstakeô holes or root holes on either side. The shape of the ditch in this section was very 
irregular. However, it was from this central section that the best pottery find was 
uncovered. It proved to be an almost complete imported Gallo-Belgic ware jug, with 
some very fine decoration. The pottery came from the upper fills. 
 
The Upper North/South Ditch, Lower Section (Fig 3a)  
 
The lower section of this ditch focused at the south end. It was very disturbed as it 
curved away to the west at the very bottom, around a natural outcrop of clay with flints 
and solution hollow. The side of the ditch to the east was fairly typical of a ditch section, 
but as the lower section of the ditch curved and collided with large flint eroding from the 
natural features and the well-defined ditch shape was lost. The lower section was only 
partially excavated and finds were few from the fill. 
 
  




























































































































































































