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INTRODUCTION

In April the field unit returned to Rocky Clump and the south field large enclosure under
the directorship of Pete Tolhurst. The north section of the site, which had a large section
of the top soil removed by machine, had been excavated in 2018. The new season
would endeavour to remove the remaining top soil from the remaining designated
excavation area. The emphasis would be to cut a number of sections to examine the
lower east/west ditch, while removing any remaining top soil to the south and east to
seek out new features.

Geophysics were conducted for a second season at Pangdean on lawn to the east of
the house. Another survey was conducted at Lower Bevendean on the site of a farm
long since demolished, but which had a barn dating back to the medieval period. This
project was held with the support of the Bevendean Local History Group.

BHAS outreach continued with a good number of visits to local schools with our Stone
Age finds and presentation. The outreach team continued working down at Brighton
museum cataloguing and re-packing finds from the Slonk Hill excavations and other
sites.

A small excavation was conducted at Preston Manor finding some interesting bits and
pieces, with a ground penetrating radar survey (GPR) conducted after the dig. The
survey was of the whole croquet lawn.. The new survey produced some very interesting
anomalies, suggesting large hidden walls close to the south end of the manor house.

There was training in the use of the total station, section drawing and planning. Most of
the team are encouraged to use the archaeological passport, a useful document for
those contemplating a career in archaeology.

Post excavation activities have included finds washing, marking and cataloguing and
these events have been supported by a number of archaeological day schools. All of
these post excavation processes have proved popular with the BHAS field unit. This
season finds processing sessions were held at the ASE workshops in Portslade and at
the Patcham Community Centre, with all of the appropriate finds being both washed and
marked. There was good support from the membership at both locations.

Once again Archaeology South East (ASE), the local professional Unit, opened their
doors and allowed BHAS members to use their finds washing facilities and complete the
washing of all of the pottery from this seasons excavations. BHAS members also
assisted A.S.E. with the marking of finds from excavations they conducted at Chichester
and Hardham.
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The BHAS bones team, lead by Carol White, continue with the processing of all of the
bone material from the excavations, and thisisconduct ed at Carol 6s home ¢
Newhaven.

This year there was only a single watching brief on a small cutting along the Ditchling
Road where a sign for the Southdown National Park was being erected. BHAS did visit
and record finds from a house in Southampton Street, Brighton, where the house owner
had found a collection of interesting items under the floorboards when renovating their
kitchen area.

Hard copies of the BHAS Field Notebook are now passed to Barbican House library, the

East Sussex Records Office at The Keep, and the National Monuments Records Office
atSwindon.CD-Rom copies are produced by the Society
Devereux and are made available to the field unit members and others who desire a

copy. CD copies are passed to Ms L.Johnson at Brighton and Hove Planning

Department, Neil Griffin, the County Archaeologist, and Brighton Museum,

John Funnell 4t November 2020
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AN INTERIM REPORT ON THE EXCAVATIONS AT ROCKY CLUMP,
STANMER PARK

Site Code: 500300

April T October 2019

Photo: Courtesy P. Tolhurst
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Excavations at Rocky Clump, Stanmer 2019.
1) Introduction

It was in April 2019 that the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society (BHAS) returned
to Rocky Clump (Fig 1.) The new seasons work was focused primarily to the east end of
the large enclosure which was partially excavated and recorded in 2018. The
excavations in 2019 also investigated the remaining section in the central area and
south east corner of the enclosure, the substantial lower east/west ditch and the east
side of the main trench (Fig. 2).

Rocky Clump has had numerous excavation seasons and been under archaeological
investigation since 1946. There are a number of publications about the various
excavations, including a smal/l bookl et :
which was published in the Sussex Archaeological Collections (Gilkes 1997). John
Funnell led the excavations from 1991 to 2013 and various reports have been published
in the BHAS Field Notebooks since 1999 (Funnell), 2018 (Funnell/Tolhurst) and are
accessible on the BHAS website.

In 2019 the author led the excavations continuing his second year as site director. He
was ably assisted by several members of the BHAS field unit undertaking site
supervisory roles including Stefanie Freiling, John Skelton and John Funnell. Stefanie
took on the role of training officer for the total station and taught a number of members
how to set up and use the equipment. She also assisted with the finds collection,
recording and supervision of the site. Apart from excavation, John Skelton focused very
much on the photography of the excavated features and continued the development of
photogrammetry 3D created images. John Funnell was involved with most of the section
drawings and planning and also assisted with training members of the team in the
recording of features.

During the year a total of 47 different people volunteered to participate in the
excavation, and we hosted two visits by the Young Archaeologists Club (YAC) in July
and September.

Generally, favourable weather was experienced throughout the year with a total 4.5
digging days lost through inclement weather. There was one complete week of digging
in August, which was well supported. For the second year running, training has been an
important discipline on site, particularly in the use of the total station and geophysical
surveying. Other training initiatives included the recognition of archaeological sediments
and on-site section drawing.

Details of all the previous seasons of excavations have been published in the BHAS
field notebooks and are available for viewing at Barbican House Library, Lewes; The
Keep, Falmer; and on the BHAS website (located under archives).

The 2018 season of excavations revealed the post holes of a possible granary
structure, a large grain storage pit, and subtle linear flint arrangements, possibly
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associated with a threshing and winnowing building. The 2018 season also produced
new baby burials in the upper east/west ditch. Pottery from the east ditches had
included a later Iron Age decorated Gallo- Belgic vessel.
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Fig 1. ROCKY CLUMP EXCAVATIONS DETAILS 1947-2019
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0 10 METRES
. . .

Fig 2. Rocky Clump Excavations 2018—2019

2) The 2019 excavations

The extentofthe6open areadé excavation trench was est:
spoil heap located to the west end of the excavation. Almost all of the upper (northern)

section of the trench had been fully excavated and recorded during the last season. The

exceptonto t hi s was the | arge fAbell 6 grain storag:
and excavated during the 2018 season. During the winter period this pit was covered

and protected.

The O0open areabd trench was s pllodated giidnmumber2 m x 2 m
in 2018 (Fig 3.) The same grid numbers were used to identify top soil removal locations

in 2019. As new features were revealed, context numbers were issued (Fig 4), with

some of them proving quite complex and having a multitude of layers in the various

ditch fills.
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The excavations commenced with a number of 1 metre sections being cut to investigate
certain areas of the substantial lower east/west boundary ditch. Each ditch section was
3 metres in length (north to south), and these were extended, where necessary, to find
the ditch edges. Each of the sections were defined by a letter, with A. B.C, D, G, H, |
and K recorded on the context drawing. Each section was then sub divided into fill
contexts as they were being excavated (Fig 5.).

At the east end of the lower east/west ditch new sections E, F, and J investigated the
south/east corner of the enclosure. Small sections had been cut in this area during 2018
but they had only been partially excavated. It did, however, confirm that this ditch
continued as a much smaller feature going eastwards towards the baulk edge. The
remaining fills of this smaller ditch were removed during the 2019 season.

A number of new sections were also cut through the unexcavated fills of the lower and
upper north/south ditches, including the removal of the remaining fills of the large grain
storage pit. The northern terminus of the lower north/south ditch was also fully
excavated.

Along the length of the large upper east/west boundary ditch two sections were cut in
the west and central areas revealing a new baby burial. At the east end of this ditch
another new section was opened and extended northwards to determine the eastern
area of the ditch terminus. The object of this was to investigate whether a re-cut of this
ditch could be identified and to determine the complete width of this ditch.

Towards the end of the season all of the remaining top soil at the east end of the trench
was removed revealing a number of post holes, together with areas of solution. All of
these features were fully excavated and recorded.

A number of test pits were sunk within the south field to the north and west of the

excavation to investigate a number of the geophysical anomalies that were seen on the
geophysics results provided by David Staveley.
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Fig 3. Rocky Clump 2018 —2019 The Grid Numbers
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Fig 4. Rocky Clump 2019 — The Contexts
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Fig 5. Rocky Clump Section Drawing Locations
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The post holes (Table 1 & Fig 6.)

The 2019 excavations revealed a number of new post holes of differing dimensions.
The new post holes were revealed on the east side of the site and outside of the
enclosure ditches. In 2018 a pair of post holes had been revealed in the north east
corner of the excavation (contexts 583 and 714). The removal of top soil south of these
failed to find a third that could have suggested a fence line or structure. One new post
hole was revealed just to the east of the lower north/south terminus, while a group of 4
post holes were located just north of the lower east/west ditch smaller extension. No
additional post holes were found in the central area of the inner enclosure.

Post hole (Context) Diameter Cm Depth Cm

718 30 40

720 69 24 (Pit with Post Pipe)
722 33 33

724 26 25

728 26 12

730 26 33

Table 1: The post holes

Post hole: Context 718

This post hole was revealed to the east of post hole/pit context 720. It was straight
sided, flat bottomed, and had medium sized chalk nodules for packing. This feature also
had the preserved inner vestiges of a post pipe.

Post hole: Context 720

This feature proved to be one of the larger post holes and may have originated as a
larger pit. The fill of the feature which, was quite shallow, consisted of numerous pieces
of flint packing and had evidence of a post pipe.

Post hole: Context 722

This post hole was one the largest having tapering sides as it progressed downwards
and a slightly rounded bottom. The fill was of a chalky loam and there were no visible
signs of any packing.

Post hole: Context 724

Although this post hole was not one of the larger features, it did possess a fill containing

some possible flint packing. It was elongated and shallower to the east with a small post
lead in. This post hole was located quite close and south of, the larger post hole
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(context 505) found in 2018. That feature contained a broken fragment of a chalk weight
(Anelay 2019) as post packing.
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Fig 6. Rocky Clump 2019 The Post Holes & Wall
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Post hole: Context 728

This was the smallest of the new post holes revealed and was quite shallow with a fill of
chalky loam.

Post hole: Context 730

This post was straight sided and flat bottomed and was located north/east of post hole
context 718. It had a fill of loam, flint nodules and some ironstone. with no visible trace
of any post pipe.

3) The lower east/west ditch se ctions

Over the period of 2 years of excavations there have been a total of 12 sections (each 1

metre wide) cut along the lower east/west ditch. The sections were allocated

identification letters of A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K& L. By the end of the season the

| ast section (L) hadndot been completely excayv
that this ditch became gradually smaller in width as it progressed eastwards.

The | ower east/ west ditch O0A6: Coltexts 633/ 6

Ditch section 'A" was located at the west end of the ditch and it proved to be over 70 cm
indepth,1.4metr es wi de and it had been cut with a di
were recorded in detail and there was evidence to suggest that there had been at least

one re-cut on the south side of the feature. Due to the slope of the hill the cut of the

ditch on the north side was noticeably deeper.
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Lower E/W ditch Section A. Photo: BHAS

There was a fill of chalk rubble on the lower section of the north side, tending to suggest
either frost damage or upcast from the construction which had eroded back into the
ditch after completion. This section was extended to the north by an additional 50 cm
and revealed a couple of shallow pits with an array of flints cut into the chalk of the main
northern ditch edge.

The section also revealed that there was a small ridge of chalk running northwards from
the edge of the ditch. This maybe the upcast from the ditch construction or vestiges of a
chalk platform that had been found running along this side of this ditch in the 2012/2013
season of excavations. The main fills throughout this ditch were of chalky loam.

Section 6A6 proved to be deeper on the west s
layer consisted of top soil from the earlier excavation in 2012 indicated by the slight
depression in the ground to the west of this section.

The | ower east/ west ditch O0BOG6-B&FKgBnsecton€Cs 664 (
C)

This section of the | ower east/west ditch was
little wider than section A having a width of 1.7 metres and a similar depth of 62 cm.

This section revealed a lower ledge on the north side and also evidence for at least one

re-cut. The lower fill to the south of the ridge consisted of a loose medium chalk rubble

which was the primary fill.
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When excavated| at er in the season, the O6spito
substantial numbers of large flint nodules.

On the east facing section there was possible evidence of some animal burrowing
activity, while the west facing section revealed a very large sarsen stone as part of the
fill. Towards the end of the season the
reveal the whole of the sarsen stone. It was found to lay over a collection of flint nodules
and located close to a solution hollow. Once revealed, the sarsen was eventually rolled
to see if there was any evidence of dressing or marking but nothing was found other
than those made naturally. Just before back filling, the sarsen was rolled into the bottom
of the section, making it less likely to affect any plough damage should the field ever be
used again for arable crops.

The | ower east/ west ditch 06C6: -Bontext s

This section of the lower east/west ditch contained mainly chalky loam sediments. On
the north side of the ditch there was a primary deposit of chalk rubble which may have
eroded into the ditch. The evidence points to a possible re-cut and tends to show that it
is more central and to the north in this section. The fill included a number of large flint
nodules and protruding, mainly cow bones. The width and depth of the ditch maintained
similar dimensions to those sections (A & B) investigated further west. In this area there
was no evidence of a lower platform, just a lower fill of chalk rubble.
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Lower East/West Ditch

East Facing
Section A — A
Context 646
S chalk
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Fig 7. Rocky Clump 2019 Lower East/West Ditch
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Lower East/West Ditch
West Facing
Section C - C

Section B

Lower East/West Ditch
West Facing
Section D — D

Section G

Lower East/West Ditch
East Facing
Section E — E

Area C

Chalk

Flint

Iron stone

Bone

Pottery

Fig 8. Rocky Clump 2019 Lower East — West Ditch
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Thelower east / west ditch 6D6: ConteRts 660/ 663 (F

Although the width and depth of this section were similar to the previous, the general

shape began to change as it progressed eastwards. Subtle differences were recorded

showing noticeable ridges on the north side of the ditch at a higher level. This section

al so revealed another ridge on the south side
be any evidence for re-cutting. The upper fill consisted of medium flint nodules along

with some iron stone fragments, with the lower primary fills being chalky rubble. The

sediments in this section were of a different composition to those to the west of the

ditch.

The | ower east/ west ditch 0G6: ContBxts 669/ 6

Ditch section 'G' was excavated during the later stages of the dig with the geophysics
having shown a circular anomaly of high resistance in this area. This section showed
similar dimensions in depth and width to those adjacent sections. The fills were a
mixture of loams, consisting of chalky loam with some medium sized flint nodules and
fragments of iron stone. After removing the remaining top-soil a natural solution hollow
was revealed. This contained a number of large fragments of sarsen in the upper fills,
together with numerous blackened flints. Among the sarsen fragments were numerous
finds of pottery and it was suggested that this feature could possibly have been a pit.
The baul k between section 0G6 and section 0B6©O
width of the solution hollow. An examination was made of the sarsen stones, and while
some appeared to be dressed, it was determined they had formed naturally. The feature
was later confirmed as being natural solution.
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Lower East/West Ditch

East Facing
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Fig 9. Rocky Clump 2019 Lower East — West Ditch
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The | ower east /Condestd68846D0t icThe séuthGast corner (Fig 9.
Section Y -Y)

The south east corner of the trench had been partially excavated in 2018 and a quantity
of animal bones were among the finds (contexts 544, 638 and 684). As the excavation
progressed it became evident that the lower east/west ditch curved to the north and
became the southern part of the lower north/south ditch. While excavating the upper
fills, no evidence was found to determine which ditch had been cut first. However, in the
lower fills it appeared that the south section had been re-cut and this was confirmed as
being the later feature. Although the evidence is not conclusive, this can be seen in the
section drawing (Fig 10. section H-H). The baulk area, between sections H and D, was
removed during the last few days of the excavations and produced a large quantity of
dis-articulated cow bone with evidence suggesting they were all from one animal.

The junction of the lower east/west ditch & the lower north/south ditch: Contexts
544/638/684 (Fig 10. Sections G -G & H-H)

Investigations of the south east corner of the ditch commenced in 2018 but the area
was only partially excavated and left to be completed in the 2019 season. The earlier
excavation did reveal a dramatic change in width and depth to the lower east/west ditch
which became smaller and narrower as it traversed to the east. A number of large dis-
articulated cattle bones were found in the upper fills, at this time.

Removal of the lower fills commenced in the 2019 season and this revealed more
information regarding the ditch configuration. The larger lower east/west ditch did not
terminate at the south east corner but curved around to join the lower north/south ditch.
In both ditches a number of re-cuts could be discerned. Sections cut and drawn hint that
the south re-cut of the lower east/west ditch is the later fill (Fig 10. Section H-H).

During the latter part of the season the baulk between the south east junction and ditch
section D was removed and this was designated as section H (Fig. 4). This produced
large assemblages of cow bone, including vertebrae, ribs, knuckles and two horns. Also
included in this assemblage were a number of large pottery sherds.

The | ower east/ west ditch O6EG®, 6F6l1lland 6J0: C
Sections | -, J-J and K -K)

Recorded early into the excavations it was clearly shown that there was a variation in

the ditch width in this section, which had been clearly observed from the geophysical

images (Staveley). This difference had also beenconf i r med in 2018 when s
and F6 had been excavated and showed this are
going to the east. The size of the smaller ditch varied from 55 to 60 cms in width and

was about 30 cm in depth with a flat- bottom.

Secton O EO6 ( Fi g-l) tohsistedsoéecldamydilh antl did produce a number of

ani mal bones in the upper fills. Section O6F6
Section J-J & K-K) had a similar chalky fill but with fewer finds. The top soil between

these two earlier investigations was removed and produced a small number of finds in
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section 06J606. One additional
solution hollow located on the north side of the ditch.

feature
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East Facing
Section G — G

Context 544 junction

Lower East/West Ditch
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Section H — H

Contexts 544 and 628

0 1 Metre

-
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L)

L
L
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Flint
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Fig 10. Rocky Clump 2019 Ditch Junction SE Corner
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Lower Small East/West Ditch
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Fig 11. Rocky Clump 2019 Small Lower East — West Ditch
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4) The middle east/w est ditch (Figs 12. & 13)

The middle east/west ditch has always produced different fills from any of the other
boundary ditches. The sediments consisted of clay and daub and were well compacted
and difficult to excavate. At the end of the 2018 excavation, 2 small sections of this ditch
had been excavated and it was thought that the ditch terminated towards the east,
however the 2019 season disproved this.

During the new season the remaining top soil was removed to reveal more of this ditch
as the excavators gradually moved eastwards. It soon became apparent that what had
been considered natural chalk was in fact a dense chalky fill, with the ditch diminishing
notably in width as it moved eastwards. The east facing section at the west end (Fig 12.
Section L-L) was similar to the previous western sections and were full of clay with
some daub in the fill. As the ditch tapered in width going eastwards, the fill changed
dramatically to a chalk rubble and large flint composition. This change can be observed
i n sectMbag N NaMalb 6(GFi gs 12 & 13.). The measur er
this ditch measured 87 cm wide and 52 cm deep. In the central area this had reduced to
62 cm wide and 26 cm deep.

As this ditch was excavated towards the junction to the upper north/south ditch, the fill
became a solid compound of large chalk nodules together with many large flint nodules
(Fig 13. Section P-P). It was also observed that after heavy rain, this ditch was the only
one that retained vestiges of rain water. It was also noted by the excavators that along
the whole length of this ditch the finds had been few and scattered. The only significant
find was under the solid flint section where a large sherd of pottery was recovered from
the bottom fill. This single pottery sherd maybe an important dating item.
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Fig 12. Rocky Clump 2019 The Middle East — West Ditch
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Fig 13. The Middle East — West Ditch
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5) The lower north/south ditch (Fig 14. sections Q  -Q, R-R, & S-S)

A large section of this ditch had been excavated in 2018. The remaining ditch fills were

divided into 1 metre wide sections and fully excavated. (Fig 14.). All of the new sections

revealed the re-cut on the west side found the previous season. The fills consisted of

variable amounts of chalky loam. A nhumber of sections were recorded by drawing from

both north and south facing. Thesout h/ | ower secti onQdvaand etshigs at
produced a collection of burnished black pottery in the lowest fill. The adjacent north

facing sR&tgromdwRed similar pottery in the | oV
sect -9 réeSvealndng fewer fi

Another area of investigation of this ditch was the north terminus. This location was half
sectioned (Fig 15. Section V-V), with the east side fills being removed first. The section
and profile of this section were drawn and recorded (Fig 15. sections T-T & U-U). The fill
proved to be the familiar chalky loam with a few flint inclusions. At the lower depth of
this feature two cuts into the chalk were noted. It appears that there was an earlier pit in
this section, which was cut by the later terminating ditch. This terminus was located just
to the north of the grain storage pit.

6) The upper north/south ditch

The majority of this ditch was excavated in 2018 and had produced some late Iron Age
Gallo-Belgic pottery. This ditch is not wide and is shallow with a very curved section.
There was a small section of unexcavated ditch just to the north of the solution hollow.
This section was excavated and produced few finds. The south section of this ditch was
guite complex as it rounded the solution area, and had to be carefully excavated. The
solution natural clay had obviously slumped into the surrounding ditch as it rounded to
the west, where it joined the middle east/west ditch.

7) The upper east/west ditch

During 2018 the west end of this boundary ditch was completely excavated revealing
the burials of two infants. At the end of that season it was back filled and became the
new area for part of the spoil heap in 2019. A number of the central and eastern
sections of this ditch were only partially excavated in 2018. It was, therefore decided to
completely excavate and investigate the remaining ditch sections with a potential to
finding if there were any more baby burials within the ditch fill.

This ditch proved be extremely complex with a numerous array of subtle fills and layers.

There were a number of areas considered to be
and these were recorded at each stage of excavation.
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Fig 14. The Lower North — South Ditch
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Upper E/W ditch (625) Possible structured deposit Photo: BHAS

One of the new sections towards the west end of the ditch produced a collection of
interesting pottery sherds and bone and revealed yet another baby burial in the middle
depth fills. The majority of finds from this section were found in the upper and middle
layers with very few coming from the lower fills of the ditch which comprised of a chalk
rubble loam.

It was decided to investigate this ditch further to the north east of the junction with the

upper north/south ditch. The purpose of this was determine if there was any evidence of

the ditch beingre-c ut 1t as it progressed eastwards int
cut which was 1 metre wide and it extended northwards until the whole width of the

ditch could be viewed showing both the north and south edges. This small section was

fully excavated and produced a fill of mainly chalky loam. It was a steep sided ditch with

a very distinct 6vd shape and a very narrow b
16. Sections X-X & Z-Z)

Immediately south of the upper east/west ditch was a very soft area of chalk containing
numerous potential 6éstaked holes with the hin
north/west. This area was excavated down to the more solid natural chalk bedrock.

Once the softer chalk fill had been removed even mores stake holes and undefined cuts

into the chalk were noted, along with a well-defined ridge on the south side. The shape

created by the removal of the chalk was a triangular ridge and it seemed to continue
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north/west as a feature into the north baulk. Along the ridge edge there appeared more
stake holes with an additional number in the adjacent upper east/west ditch section
running in a linear arrangement. To investigate this further a small 1 metre square
section was opened on the north side of the upper east/west ditch, context 696. It was
considered possible that the ridge continued further north/west, but no additional
evidence was found.

Upper E/W ditch: The chalk ridge feature. Photo: BHAS

8) The pits and markings

Only a few new pits were uncovered this season with all those found just to the east of
the upper north/south ditch being very shallow features and not containing any finds.

Adjacent and to the east of the large storage pit were a number of small carvings
marked in the bed rock chalk. These were recorded and were found to be approximately
1 cm wide, quite shallow and very distinct. They included a parallel pair of lines which
curved to the east. The west end of this unusual feature consisted of a raised chalk
platform and it was suggested that it could be a possible grave cut as it had a similar
configuration. A small section was later excavated between the curving arcs and after 3
cms came down onto the natural chalk.
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The grain storage pit partially half-sectioned and excavated in 2018 had the remaining
fills removed during 2019. The bottom fills produced a collection of pottery sherds,
possibly from one vessel and a discussion took place regarding whether it was some
form of closure offering when the pit was taken out of use. Once the excavation of the
grain storage pit had been completed a profile was drawn of the feature (Fig 17.)

Pottery in grain pit. Photo: BHAS

9) The o6wall 6 feature: Contexts 554 & 705 (Fi
section W -W)

The majority oft hi s shall ow 6wall & feature was excava
shallow wall footing. The sediment consisted of a mixture of flint nodules, iron stone and

chalk nodules including finds of decorated pottery within the fill. The thickness of the

wall diminished as it progressed towards the east.

After re-viewing the plans of the 2011 excavations they showed that there was a
possibility of a pit underlying the wall, located further to the west and under the western
baulk back fill. In 2011 excavations showed this feature to be circular or elliptical in
shape while in 2019 the shallow pit proved to be a channel curving round to the south
where it terminated.
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