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Introduction  

 
The Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society have had another busy year, with 
both field and other activities.  
It was in early April that the field unit returned to Rocky Clump. The first exervise 
was a geophysical survey to the north of the area being excvated with the new 
Frobisher machine, Pete Tolhurst led the team. The area partially excavated in 
2021 was then opened up measuring 15 metres by 13 metres, with Brighton and 
Hove City Council providing the machinery to remove a good amount of the top 
soil. The top soil removal had been limited as it was hoped to find evidence for a 
round house, and any encroachment into any terrace platform would have been 
detrimental to the recording. The excavations continued until October with a 
number of interesting features being revealed. The number of people 
participating in the excavations included a few new younger faces.  
 
The Young Archaeologist Clubs (YACôs), both Chailey and Brighton branches, 
came along to dig with the BHAS team. This was to be Pete Tolhurst last season 
as site director, but he would be continuing as part of the team in the future as 
Training Officer. A total of 72 people participated in the digging and post 
excavation activities. The washing of the finds took place at the Bridge Farm 
buildings with the kind permission of Rob Wallace, David Millum and Andy 
Symonds allowing BHAS to use their facilities. The sorting and marking of 
relevant finds took place at the Patcham Community Centre, both events were 
well attended. 
 
A number of the team participated in an outreach day at Stanmer, where BHAS 
also investigated an area about to be used for planting a tree, which was quite 
close to the Medieval settlement at Stanmer. There was one day school with 
Sarah Green teaching members of the Society about how to identify animal 
bones. There was a BHAS trip to Butser Museum to look at their prehistoric 
houses and other build 
ings 
 
Hard copies of this report will be deposited at The Keep, Barbican House library 
and The National Monuments Record Office at Swindon. A hard copy will be 
retained by the BHAS archivist, and the Societyôs webmaster Mr Martin Devereux 
will create CD copies for interested parties and members of the BHAS field unit. 
 
John Funnell 8th July 2024  
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Introduction  
 
Excavations at Rocky Clump, Stanmer, near Brighton commenced in April 2022 
and continued until mid October. The site is proving to be quite extensive, 
covering expanses both in the north and south fields (Fig 1.). The new area of 
excavation is located south of the copse of trees known as Rocky Clump 
(TQ32801020). Earlier excavations to the north and south of Rocky Clump have 
been recorded in the BHAS Field Notebooks (Funnell & Tolhurst 1999-2021). 
The earlier excavations involving the suggestion of a possible shrine at Rocky 
Clump (Gorton 1988), and associated field systems (Gilkes 1997), have already 
been published.  
 
Investigations to the north of the trees found badly ploughed out flint floor 
surfaces dating back to the 2nd century and continuing until the early 4th century 
AD, under the flint floor surface was a large ditch going northwards, containing 
finds that are dated to an earlier 1st century AD. 
 
The excavations moved to the south field in 2011 when a test trench revealed the 
north/west corners of 2 linking ditches. Geophysics in the form of a 
magnetometry survey (Fig 2.) confirmed the existence of a large enclosure. 
Excavations within and around the enclosure hinted at a rectangular structure, 
possibly a threshing shed, adjacent to a four posted granary building. 
Immediately to the east of the granary was the location of a deep grain storage 
pit. This feature was cut by a later ditch containing a number of sheep skulls. The 
enclosure also contained the remains of four baby burials in the upper east/west 
running ditch, and a single baby burial in a post hole. The only feature lacking 
from this agricultural environment was evidence for any occupation, in the form of 
a round house. The geophysical surveys, both resistivity and magnetometry, 
confirmed that Rocky Clump did not possess a Roman villa. 
 
In 2021 a new area measuring 15 metres square was set out focused on a 
number of circular anomalies, noted in the geophysics. By the end of the 2021 
season a number of features had been revealed, including a possible dew pond, 
ditches and post holes (Fig 3.) An area in the south east corner of the site 
produced finds of flint work, some pottery and very fragmented animals bone. 
The new area lacked any evidence in the form of post holes for a possible round 
house. By the end of the 2021 season a single I metre wide sondage, cut to the 
south of the dew pond revealed the location of a possible terrace edge, cut into 
the chalk, similar to terraces found on the Bronze Age round house platforms at 
Downsview (Rudling et al 2002). By the end of 2021 the site had only being 
partially investigated with large tracts of top soil still remaining. 
 
The 2022 season was well supported with over 50 diggers from all over Sussex 
and beyond participating. By the end of the new season numerous new features 
had been revealed, including more of the known dew pond and the known ditch. 
New areas to the south and in the north/east corner proved to be complex 
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mixture of archaeology and natural chalk with flint solution pipes, or natural clay 
surfaces. 
 
The excavations included the training of BHAS members in the use of the total 
station, the identification of contexts, and documentation and filling in of context 
sheets. There was also training in the techniques of site planning and section 
drawing, with a number of the team keen to take up these skills. Training was 
given on the newly purchased óFrobisherô resistivity machine. 
 
The site is very visible in the landscape and during 2022 there were numerous 
visits by the public with Pete Tolhurst, John Skelton and other members of the 
team, conducting site tours. The Chailey YACôs visited in July, and the new 
Brighton YAC group in September. The YACôs are all very enthusiastic and enjoy 
their digging. 
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The Excavations  
 
The excavation area in the south field had already been designated a grid 
system, with each square having its own individual number (Fig 4.) This system 
continued with finds being bagged in grid locations during top soil removal. As 
the top soil was being removed a number of new areas were given new trench 
numbers, and new context numbers were issued throughout the season (Fig 5.) 
The excavations identified a number of designated areas and these were given 
trench numbers, with context numbers prescribed to the various layers and 
features in each section. Some of the areas were quite complex with a mixture of 
both archaeology and natural geology. It proved difficult at times to tease out the 
archaeology in some locations. A visual image of the complexity is shown in (Fig 
6).   
 
It was decided to leave a central baulk going in both directions, east/west and 
north/ south. This condition allowed for an overall cross section of the complex 
and large features to be recorded. The various locations were given area letters 
A, B, C, D, E and F. (Fig 7.) The locations of the various section drawings are 
recorded (Fig 8.). A drawing was created of the site after top soil removal (Fig 9.) 
During the planning stage the numerous post holes were given individual 
numbers (Fig 10.) 
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Trench 1 (Area A) (Figs 5, 6, 7 & 10.)  ï This trench in the south east corner of 
the site had been effectively excavated in 2021. Trench 1 had produced a variety 
of finds mainly of struck flintwork and small fragments of animal bone. The area 
is a mixture of soft chalk and sandy clay. A number of potential post holes were 
suggested by darker fills, but on investigation proved to be narrow hollows cut 
into the natural chalk below.  
 

 
 

Plate 1. Trench 1 (South East Corner) 
 
The area does have a number of post holes already recorded. There appear to 
be 7 post holes in a configuration of 3 at the west and east sides and a large 
central post hole context 845. The central post hole produced a number of 
sherds of Iron Age pottery. The smaller post holes were given feature numbers 
43, 44 and 45 on the east side and 55, 56 and 57. The west post holes had been 
excavated in 2011, but were never given context numbers. None of the earlier 
post holes produced finds. Weathering during 2022 revealed another cluster of 
small post holes or large stake holes to the east of this configuration. The new 
features were given feature numbers 46, 47 and 48. None of the new smaller 
features produced finds.  
 
A sondage was cut along the south side of the east west baulk (Fig 11. ï Section 
A-A) This revealed that the sandy clay was a superficial layer covering an 
irregular soft chalk surface below. The upper area produced no finds. However, 
the upper section had an alignment of flints and sandstone that could be the 
location of a post hole, context 845. At the south end of the sondage there was 
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soft natural chalk, but immediately north this dropped vertically down into a 
feature. The feature context 849 is either the terminus of a ditch progressing 
eastwards, or a large pit. The finds from this section included small fragments of 
animal bone and some small fragments of Iron Age pottery. 
 
At the north end of trench 1 a sondage was cut running east/west and ½ metre 
wide (Fig 11. - Sections B-B and C-C). The object of this exercise was again to 
chase the visible chalk. As in the east sondage the chalk was revealed below the 
superficial upper layer of sandy clay. The chalk was very irregular in shape and 
could only be interpreted as a natural feature. A number of potential post holes 
had been highlighted at the start of the season but these all proved to be 
irregular and natural features.  
 
In the central zone there was an area of dark fill, similar in shape to a possible 
grave cut, and noted in 2021, context 796. This subtle feature was sectioned. It 
proved to be a fill of silty clay and produced no finds (Fig 11 ï Section D-D) 
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Trench 2 (Area B) (Figs 5, 6, 7 & 12 )  
 
This area had been extensively excavated in 2021, revealing the east side of a 
very large pit. The finds from this pit had included over 150 pieces of struck flint. 
It was decided to extend the south section of this area by one metre square. The 
object of this endeavour was to sieve and collect every piece of flint, with a view 
to identifying evidence for knapping. The fill of this feature was a mixture of 
chalky loam, context 761, with no evidence of any stratigraphy, tending to 
suggest back filling in a single episode (Fig 12. ï Sections E-E, F-F & G-G)  
 
This season there were fewer finds of flintwork, but a number of sherds of 
prehistoric and very heavy flint tempered pottery were forthcoming. The pottery 
was found to be dated to the Middle Bronze Age 1400 BC (Pers. Comm. Dr 
Barbara McNee). The resulting excavated area revealed a continuation of the 
east sloping side of this feature, with no signs of it bottoming out. A small 
extension, 1 metre square was cut a little further north and this revealed the north 
extent of this large pit, curving around to the west. 
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Trench 20 (Area C) (Figs 5, 6 , 7 & 13.)   
 
The northwest corner had produced a number of finds of pottery and a sheep 
horn when the Chailey YAC group had visited in 2021. A new section was 
opened up in the north/west corner of the site, and revealed a pit that produced 
copious amounts of pottery and other finds of nails, a hook and oyster shell. The 
section was extended both northwards and westwards. A large pit was revealed 
with a number of large flints and ironstone on the east side. The south side of the 
pit was almost vertical. This feature produced a number of well stratified layers. 
(Fig 13. ïSections H-H, I-I, J-J & K-K)   
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Trench 3 & 13 (Area B,C & F) (Figs 5, 6, 7, 14 & 15.)  
  
The area to the west of the site was quite broad and extended from the south of 
the site to the north boundary, areas B,C and F (Fig 5.). The east boundary was 
an area of clay with flints located to the west of the north/south ditch, and an area 
of clay with flints at the south end of the site. The top soil in this location was 
about 20 -30 cm in depth. A shallow ditch had been revealed in past seasons, 
along with a number of post holes close to trench 2 (Area B). The removal of the 
top soil in this central and west location revealed a number of new post holes 
(Fig 10.), and a new area with features requiring investigation towards the north 
end of the site. 
 

 
 
Plate 2. The West end with a possible fence line 
 
A concentration of pottery was excavated at the north end of this area, and 
sections cut into various potential pits and curving features tended to suggest 
that they may be tree hollows items 40, 41 and 50 (Fig 14.). Some prehistoric 
flintwork was found in the upper fills of these features. The sections showed very 
irregular cuts, most vertical, a fill of chalky loam and no in-situ finds. To the north 
of this collection of curiosities a small extension to the site revealed more post 
holes, and a variation in depth of top soil, indicating similar cuts and fills to the 
possible tree throws. The post holes numbered 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 54 (Fig 
15.) were fully excavated but the surrounding fill was not removed.  
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During the 2021 excavations a number of linear arrangements were noted 
running both east/west and north/south Plate 2. These were considered to be the 
possible evidence for beam slotted structures. The features running east/west 
had a pair of large post holes in a central location, post holes 4 and 5 (Fig 16.) 
suggesting a central roof support. During the 2022 season the north/south linear 
feature was found to be more continuous, with a number of regularly spaced post 
holes numbers 1,6,7,8,9, 38 & 39 (Fig 10.), the possible fence line runs to the 
east of the large pit in trench 2 (Area B). A similar fence line had been excavated 
at Bullock Down, Eastbourne (Pers. Comm. Dr David Rudling). 
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The North East Corner (Area E) (Figs 6 & 7.) (Plate 3.) 
  
The north east section of the site proved to be one of the complex areas of the 
site. In 2021 it was decided to leave central baulks going east/west and 
north/south. The reason for the baulks was to create a cross section of the 
complex features going in both directions (Fig 17.). A number of 1 metre wide 
sections were cut either side of the baulks to seek evidence for the terrace of a 
round house. On the west side of the north baulk were trenches 10 and 14. The 
geophysical images had revealed a large circular anomaly, and the hint of a 
terrace had been revealed at the north end of the site in 2021. Was this the 
location of the elusive round house?  
 

 
 
Plate 3. The North/East Corner 
 
The section to the west of the north/south baulk was also adjacent to an outcrop 
of clay with flints. A section of the north/south ditch had been revealed in 2021 
cut into the chalk, but there was no visual cut of a ditch noted into the dark, silty 
fills further south. However, when the north facing section of the west baulk was 
drawn, the outline of the ditch was discerned (Fig 17.). It was also noted in this 
sondage that large flint nodules appeared at a metre in depth on the west facing 
baulk (Fig 17.). The fill of trenches 10 and 14 contained significant amounts of 
pottery, bone and fragments of a quernstone, with one fragment of quern stone 
having grinding marks. During the 2022 season very little extra depth was 
excavated in this trench but a ½ metre wide deeper section was cut along the 
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west facing baulk, and this came down at a deeper level to a natural clay fill, 
confirmed by a lack of finds.  
 

 
 
Immediately north of this area the location of a possible depression or dew pond 
had been noted in 2021 (Fig 3.). The bottom of this depression was lined with a 
number of sections of tabulated flints. It was not possible to decide whether the 
flints were naturally or deliberately placed. After heavy rain fall the depression did 
fill with water, but this did eventually subside. The fill of the ódew pondô in 2021 
had produced very few finds, but a small extension  northwards in 2022 produce 
a coin of Antoninius Pius and some fragments of Iron Age pottery.  
 
The ódew pondô (plate 4.) had concentrations of flints on the west and south sides 
of the depression (Fig 18.). The concentration of flint on the west side ceased at 
the adjacent north/south ditch. A small section was cut into this collection of flints 
and it proved to be the upper fill of a solution hole, or natural clay with flint. 
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Plate 4. The Dew Pond Area 
 
  



 
Page21 

On the east side of the north baulk sondages had commenced in 2021 being 
designated trenches 6 and 18 in area E (Fig 5.). In the north/east corner of this 
trench an area 2.3 x 1.3 metres was opened to chase down to seek the depth of 
the terrace. This area produced copious amounts of pottery and some bone. The 
new section went down to a depth of 1.6 metres, with the north óterraceô sides 
continuing down at an angle. There did appear to be a number of layers perhaps 
suggesting several periods of back filling. There was no trace of any chalk 
platform (Fig 19.) sections L-L, M-M & N-N).  
 
A sondage ½ metre wide was cut deeper along the east side of the north/south 
baulk similar to one cut on the opposite side. This additional depth revealed a 
collection, or floor, of very large flints. The section was expanded to the full metre 
width and confirmed that the large flints covered the whole surface. The large 
flints also began to appear in the east/west trench 6. With the possible evidence 
for a round house, hinted by the terrace revealed in 2021, a possible trajectory 
was planned indicating the curving section of such a feature. A small extension 
was made into the east side of the excavation, and a curve of chalk was revealed 
where anticipated.  
 
The area to the west of this new section was excavated, being trench 6, and the 
section showed that the natural chalk was a vertical feature, and was adjacent to 
natural clays and some flint. A small trace of chalk was noted in the north facing 
section, where an upper fill of loam lay over a thin band of chalk with the natural 
clay below. As the section progressed westwards along this baulk the fill became 
a dark loam. It was this layer that contained the numerous finds. (Fig 17.) It 
confirmed that the surface of large flints overlay a lower depth of natural clay.  
 
During the last days of 2022 a small team decided to cut a small section through 
the east section of the east/west baulk, to seek the south edge of this very large 
pit. The edge of the pit was found in the new section. The chalk was a soft 
consistency similar to that found around solution holes. The south edge of chalk 
sloped down and dropped down dramatically in an irregular sub section in trench 
1 (Fig 11.) 
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Trench 24 (Area F) (Fig 5, 6 & 20).   
 
The central south area proved to be the most difficult area to investigate. It was a 
mixture of archaeology and natural clays with flint (Fig 6.). On the west side an 
area of clay with flints was investigated using the quadrant method, and proved 
to be natural clay. To the north of this area there was a collection of large flints, 
merging around and going northward to become part of the west side of natural 
elements noted in area D to the west of trenches 10 and 14. To the east of this 
area of clay was a distinct and very visual area of bright red clay with a single 
small pit. 
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In 2021 it was observed that a possible pit or post hole had been cut into this red 
clay context 791 (Fig 15.). This feature was sectioned and completely excavated 
in 2022. The fill was of a chalky loam and produced a single piece of animal 
bone, and a single sherd of Iron Age pottery. The reddened area was considered 
the possible location for a simple clamp kiln, perhaps for producing local pottery. 
However the complete lack of any charcoal for this feature discounts that idea.  
 
A number of sections were cut through the north/south ditch in this area (Plate 5). 
The ditch is quite shallow in this location, but it was noted in the south facing 
west baulk (Fig 20.) The new sections confirmed that the ditch varied in width as 
it progressed southwards, and that there was some evidence for it being re-cut at 
least once (Fig 21.). The fill was of a clay loam and did produce some pottery. 
When the ditch was transferred to the complete site planned it can be noted that 
it links up with the beginning of ditch going northwards recorded on the 2011 site 
plans, so is part of that earlier feature.  
 

 
 
Plate 5. The North/South Ditch in Trench 24 
 
The areas to the west and east of the north/south ditch in this location were of a 
hard clay loam. During the very dry weather it proved very difficult to trowel. The 
excavations of these locations did produce a number of struck flint flakes and 
several large pieces of pottery. The pottery was quite thick and had a flint 




















































