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A report on the excavations carried out at Rocky Clump, Stanmer,

by the Brighton and Hove Archasological Society during 1995.

cormiesion was granted for ve to continue our warioue proiscic
The Rrightorn =nd Hove Archaeclogical Society now direct enquiriss

through Mr Geefirey Bepnett, Brighton Senior Plapning Officer
(Conservaticond). Thz area beneath the exicting spoil heaps werse
investigated and a further 40 square metre externsion te the nortthk

allo

N

ated, Geophysical studiee were conducted orn the area about
to be stripped of plough seil. It is intended to obsserve the
results of the gecphysics to the featurss found ben2ath. The area
covered was %00 square metres, and has already b2en the subjeci
ef a previous resisitivity study. A compariscon will be made of
the two sets of resvlte. The squares examined were numbers 7 and
€ in the field to the north of the t;ees. in trench'J. During the
very hot summer parch marks were nmoted and with the assistance cof
Brighton pelice hslicopter a number of aerial photgraéhs ware
taken. Although some linear features could be observed in the
field the photographs produced no evidence of definable features
at Pocky Clump. Howsver, the 1yn¢he£ feature noted during field

walking the west Tfield produced a possible enclosure feature or



trackway. Ref TQZ2€103. Mr Jim Driver who lives at the north
Upper Lodge <cottage and was a2 former woodsmarn at Stanmer has
already mentioned about Medieval pottery erodinz cut of the
valley bottom in the next field Raf TQ32510%, the photographs may
showna trackway betwaent this house, farm and Patchway? Further
liﬁitatians ware also placed on the Brighton and Hove
Archaeplogical Field Unit when rescue excavations at Chailey and

Shinewater, Eastbourrne diverted members to more pressing

¥ilns, the excavations ai Shinewater included sectioning part of

a Late Bronze Age trackway, similar to the Somercet Leveles.

Trench L within the trees was backfilled. The large pit context

14 was fipally fully excavated and a section of trench A cpened

o+

vp. Trenchk J was extended on the west side contexts 132,133,134
and 13%7. These two metre square sections produced no features anAd

tended to the east of trench 7T,

m
h
i

very few finds. A trench was
contexts 120,121,122,123 and 124, again no features were found
and fipds were few. The trench cut within arez A revealled part
of the surrounding ditch. The area uncovered ircorporated part of
a previously area excavated by Mr Clive Skeggs. Tte gpoil heap
was observed in the section sides and the variation in tesxture of
the chalk natural, the previcus excavated area produced a smonth
chalk surface. No previous examination of the ditch feature,
context 143, could be noted. The fill of the ditch in this are=
is ﬁcnsiderably different to that on the north side of the trees.
The £111 in 143 is of a 1ight loamy matrivx whereas the north
ditch sectior was thick clay. Neither diteh section produced

finds of any significance. A limted field walking exercise was
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kple.2 similar post hoale cut the pit/poet hole to the sast of
thie one at fexture 07, The =it will rem2in onen vn+til +ke aviyomnn
of 1995 when it will ke haskfilled, Thz leozztipr of thie ni+t haz

cut horizeontally aleong the trench to try and accurately determine
where both sections joined, this proved inconclusive. The ditch
is noticeadbly deeper and wider here than in the north section, it
ie possible and there ie evidence for an earlier fence lirne and
b in elerztion

this may answer tha question of the sudden dro
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exzcavate the new area in a grid fashion to determinz the spatizal

Aiepnsition of finds in the plough soil. The new area in trench 7
was broken up dnto 2 metre gauares each with itz own context

natural, Several feztures worse roted:

As the year was draving to a close and the wezther becoming more

and more inclement it was de~ided *m cesge pperations until the

Coin- Constantius I 305-306A.D. context 129~ Plough soil,



The limited nature of this yearse excavations still provided new
information and greater perspective of the stte at Rogky Clump.
The finds to the west of treach J wﬁuld tend to suggest the ths
extent of the site ir this direction has been reached. The
location of the hearth/oven pit feature §7/70 would be expscted
£to lie on the outside zonze of any scsttlement aresa dus to the
fire rick involved. However, Roman pottery found within the
treass at the.west end of Rocky Clunmp, from rafhit diggings,

suggest possible features in that area?

l_l
n.

WLl

The cutting from trenck F o the east 1s more perplexzing, the
quantity of finds were limited and no features were found. From
the previous excavations in 1994 a small post hole was found %o
the north, context 61. Agair it is difficvlt to draw any hard
coneclusion az to whether the east end of the site has been

reached, Tha geophysical survey conducted in this area does

e
[y

produce confused readings indicating possible archaeclogical
features, The porth section of trench J deoes contain further
features. The configuration of the post holes gr fence lines
continues towards the north. Further work in 1606 may prove
whether the post holes are a fence line or a timbe{ frame
building. It is bhoped that the post hole configuration will turn
to the east and contain the cobbled area, context 69. The small
field walking exercise conducted on the north side of trench J
does suggest that the site is reaching its northern perimeter.

The hill does begin to drop more dramatically within the next

ten to twenty metres north. The geophysics here is wvery stable.



The ditck feature runnping south to north, context 93, kas besen
plougbed out in the area to the north. Nn traces were found in

either context 130 or 13i. However, a venesr of emall challk

actually shows the ditches, numbsrs I, Il and III terminating
within the Clump area. While it is knowrn tkat the parisk boundary
continues tpo the north are perhaps thess ditch cuts indicative of
other features relating to the Roapman psriod? éGilkes forthcoming)
It could be suggested that the chalk footing found in trench 7T,

context 95 may relate to the ditch feature 53.

The report of the earlier excavations suggests that the line of

ditech I was orientated to meet the east earsgen stone, but was

-4+

terminated when it encroached on ancient buriale. From the plan
it can bs observed that the ditch does in fact terminats bafere
it reachesg the burials, GIV arnd G111 on original plan. It is the
re~directed ditch, number IIl that actually cuts through ore of
the graves GVII. It has been roted on otker medieval sites that
reverence is not generally attributed to earlier burials. A
monastic site at Lewes, a friary, kad internments cut inté
earlier internments with ths bones of the previous thrown
carelessly back into the new grave cut. The skull of the previoug

occupier lay next to the skull of the naw recipient.

These reflections provide possible material for consideration.
The site at Rocky Clump is still énigmatic and orly further field

work will provide the anaswers to the many questions posed.
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FEATURE 5%
EXCAVATED 1993

SECTION THROUGH FEATURE 83 AND 54 FACING EAST/WEST
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SECTION THROUGH FEATURES 100/82/83 AND 84 FACING NORTH SOUTH
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ROCKY CLUMP 1994
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SECTION 87

|

SECTION 71

SECTION 48

SECTION 74

SECTION @1

SECTION 90

ROCKY CLUMP 1994 FEATURE SECTIONS

SECTION 75
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